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Screw this,
I'm gonna be
a cleric.

Chapter 1
Determination

But of course!
New outlooks are vital
to every alchemist's

development.

A clerice,
dad.
Wel, that's
the thing.. I
just..

thinking..

I should,
I kinda

ykrnow, expand ' o 5
my horizons. ! a:?i e




" T won't stand
for it! No daughter of
mine is going into the..

the clergy!

They operate
on faith, without any
rigor whatsoever! Their
entire worldview is
post hoc ergo
propter hoc!

I can't believe ‘

you would even consider

this. If your mother were

here, do you know what
she'd say?!

I talked
to her last
night.
She said I'm
a big girl and.. and I can
make wy own choices.

Ezri, what exactly

did you talk about

with our daughter
last night?

Don't you
"Oh, Linden" me. How could
you fil her head with such
nonsense?

isn't fair at all
You know I only
want what's

You didn't best f--

see fit to tell

me about this, And what

do you mean

This. This is
why I couldn't stay
in your harem.

No, I'm not
making this about
me! I'm just saying
how it's impossible for
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You do
not waont io Oh, if that's the
go case, then it's just
there. past that Hill.

But gou

Excuse me!

Do you know
the way to the
nearest tewple?




Oh hey did
you just come from
the tewple?

Wow! What
was it like?

I mean I've
aways wanted to
get some spirj

just there to drop
off some produce.
Fruits 'n' such.

OMN, nonoro,

\ I'm gonna be

a cleric!

Sorry, we
aren't dccepting
new initiates at

this time.




Damn the gods, You are far
this was a bad idea. from home, yes? It
I should have known is dangerous to go

better... glore.
Stupid,
stupid. Urf, dad's
probably furious
at me now.
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what are you
doing here?

A voucher,
for a nignt's stay
at the abbey.

expecting you
here so soon.

May Zaaqir
light your




%o, what can I
do for you whie you
are here?

I don't..
uh, that is to say,

N-rno, I mean,
uh, you seem to have
been expecting me, but
I kinda.. came on a
whim.

Ah, the gods
do work in rather
mysterious ways,

do they not?

Do you think
I'm somebody?

Ah, How

dragon?

Agh, no, this..
this is like what my
father always says

about clerics

Last night, Kor'mtir
came to me and told me
that a young dragon, full
of uncertainty and doubt,

would arrive to study
under we. §

Why, yes. This
may be a temple of Za'qir
but we do honor 4ll the
gods, of course.

I don't really
know much about

An atheist,
of course; yes, this
is quite clear.

You aren't
Hobody, are

I understand. What
i your name, young

Well, Lewi Davis,
my name is Edwin
Burnaby, and I see
that we have a lot
of work to do.

How anyone
can deny that which
they see right in front
of them.. Such poor,
misquided souls.

‘A test of
faith Kor'wir said this
would be. Well, I have
faith we are on the

right path.




Chapter 2

Whad'ya
think yer doin’ ) Well even so,
in here?! yean't sleep in
‘ere, love!




So, ymust be
th' new “project” Burnaby
was tellin’ me about. Ne'er
thought I'd see one of
your kind here.

Y'may not have
noticed but this temple's
more suited for those of

an gvign persuasion.

Yean, I..
kinda figured

Somethin’
wrong, love?

‘M not
surprised, w'th'
way you were

sleepin’.

Ere, sit.
Lemme give you a
once-over.

What did
you do?

Jus' channeled
some scuro. Nothin!
specidl, love.

Yeah? Get
yrself a proper bed

and y'can keep it
that way.




S0, um, is
scuro a kind of mana?
I know a bit about lux,
but not much.

Burnaby
wasn't kiddin’
‘bout you. What
do yknow?

Unh.. it's made
of light, and we use
beads of it to pay

L for things.

Ahem. Lewi, I see
you've met our visiting
guest, Reverend
Choro?

Ah, um,
y.yes, she's
been.. uh..

Say no wore.
Zhu, a word, if you

Well, love, scuro
is the purest essence
of night and rest, gift
of ev'r-loving Trjah.

Th' god of
darkness an' my
sworn loyalty?

Zhy, I hope I
don't have to rewmind you
that this is my temple, and
I choose whom to take

under my wing. Vea but her? A
know-nothin’ dragon?
She couldve at least
gore t'blight one of
her own gods'
It was tewples.
Kor’mir who foretold
me of her in the first
place.

Remewmber,
Zhu. A test
of faith.

T

this was a temple

Criminy ye'r
ignorant. ‘M jus’ visitin’
f'r th' solstice!

Ah, yes,
sorry dbout that,
Lewi. I can pronise

I don't wanna
cause any trouble. I'm
just gonna go back

Thanks for

letting me know
what I ot S



Lewi, please
don't go. We have

7 My father was
{ right. What did I even
think I was going to

Connect with
a higher power,
perhaps?

You see, the
beads are about the
simplest things one can
create with active lux.

It has always
mystified me, why
non-clergy aways
ask to be paid

with them..

Ugh, my goggles,
My crook, my knife..

I had a big jar
of beads. It was a whole
year's dllowance!

The spiritual
value of finding our
connection to Za'qir
is priceless beyond

mere currency.

This is but
a pittance in
comparison to

)~ An gllowance?
My dear, if you stay
with us, you can learn

to make them

Learning to
channel and control
lux while it is still in

its spirit form, as

NN That is true

wedlth, wouldn't
you agree.?







Oh h

my gos

that v\H/ag 50 Tis but it take sunlight and
amazing! turn it into Lux and

the power of i i i i
=) { manipulate it? Naive child,
> Z3'gir, m'dear. this staff is imbued
with the power of a
wowaﬁoitifjes god. It works by
R % l being what it is

it.. work?
o

I redlize that Only if you
you are young and ask the right
; have had a faulty questions.

What does it upbringing... Perhaps it
mean to be imbued with -but these would be better if we
the power of a god? Did questions border started your education

you do something to it, or at the beginning.
is it made of a material
that has lux-controling
properties?

But.. aren't
questions how we
learn things?




In the beginning, the
world was wild and
untamed.

Simple beasts roamed
the lands, where they
lived simple lives.

And everything
was Good.

Chapter 3
Origins

The gods looked down
upon the world, and saw
the Goodness within it.

But they were filed with a
great sadness, for they could
not share their love with the
creatures from afar.




And so, they decided to visit.

But the world was not yet
prepared to receive their glory.

As did the gods arrive, so
did a great Fire.

And with this great Fire, the And the beasts were dying,
sky turned to smoke and ash. And the world was dying,

And the gods felt an even greater
Sadness, for what had they wrought?



The fire brought smwoke and ash, which
covered the world in a sorrow of gray,

and the beasts were dying,

Y — r V¥ L

and the world was dying.

With a cery of sorrow, the gods
tore themselves in two:
J L

| The light that growa.l
10

| e dark that reals |

And in dividing themselves they took on the form of beasts, and gave themselves names:

Za'gir and Triah.




For willennia, Za'qir and Trjah worked tirelessly,
dividing the gray sky into night and day.

Zd'qir provided light and growth. f Tr'iah brought sleep and healing.

Their work cowplete, the gods once
again looked down on the world.

And they saw it all,
and they saw it was Good.

It was now time to return.




But try as they might, they could . ,
not refurn to each others’ embrace. While their powers had healed the
world, the wounds they'd inflicted

upon themselves ran far deeper.

For willennia they circled one another,
Growing desperate,
Growing despondent...

.Growing faster,
Growing closer.




Until finally..

.they touched.

They awoke to find themselves further divided;
They were still Za'qir and Triah, and yet,
They were also @hi'tal and Kor'mir...

They were now as chidren.



And while Za'qgir and Trljah could not touch,

And while @hi'tal and Kor'mir could not touch,
Amongst a differing pair they could embrace one another.

And through this bond they formed And of unity, And of love.

a Quadrature of strength,

They knew what was
left for them to do.

With these four pillars of the Quadrature they set out to
build a glorious new world: A shining beacon to share
our gods' love with all the heavens' majesty.

And the beasts are living,
And the world is living,
And everything is, forever,



I have so many
questions about what
you just told me.

It's not a "story,”
little one, it's history,
related to us by the

gods themselves.

O.kay, so um,
they separated? And
couldn't rejoin?

Y

Yeah, when I was

But I'm not
sure if they are..
"right questions.”
You are
still learning. Some
missteps are to be
expected.

Okay, well.. If
Z3g'gir is an Avian god,
why take me in?

P
Ah, yes, this is
reflected in how the
four types of mana
behave. Allow me to
demonstrate..

These ampules
are filed with pure,
unbound mana.

~ "
Orne night I
ittle, my dad and I moved

opened it, and there

away, and my wom gave us
a telestone so we could
stay in touch.

Y4

were these glowing
things inside...

I didn't know
what they were but my
dad said they were “vital

to the principle of its
operation.”

Ah, how clever.
S0 even your father
finds benefits by the
power of the gods,

Why would Kor'mir
be the one to inform me of
your arrival?z Surely this is
part of their plan.

But what is
their pl.Z Oh, that's

You learn

and scuro drive each other

apart? The same occu ¥
Oh, so0 that's
how a telestone

‘i

Well, sure. Say,
can I take apart b

[ASNEA
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You do not

elong here,
little one.

| Za. o
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Chapter 4
Illumination



s

Oh... f.father
Burnaby..
Ah, good morning,
\ Lewil I trust that you
slept well?

Yeah.. uh, the
straw bed was nice.

I had a strange
dream though. I think
it was Kor'mir—-

A dream of
the divine?! How
wonderful! Please,
tell me what you

Thank you.
It is my
pleasure.

Um, well.. they
said I. kinda.. don't
belong here.

And so it is
with the gods. They
may occasionally speak
to us through dreams,
but sometimes.

Tell me, Lewi,
of what do you
normally dream?

Um.. I dunno..
Mostly my mom and
dad, I guess.

Sometimes you
are just preparing
yourself for things
that frighten you.

And when you
dream about them,
are they actualy in

Well, child,
not all dreams of
the divine are of the
divine, if you catch
my meaning.

Ar\d you are
probably frightened
that you cannot live
up to this path the
gods have set

for us. But I see

great things in you,
and I know our path
is a righteous ore.

it is time for our
daily devotional.




But Zd'qir is not the
only one we honor, for today we
include Lewi, our newest acolyte,
whom I hope you wil all help to
feel welcome.

.for today,
she will be our
Channel.

The solstice <
is merely two days
away. We are nearly

ready to receive
Za'gir and their
holiest light.

z

W
%o please,
join me in bringing her
into our order..

™










Bra—va/lThat was Wh.. what

magnificent! Do you see, AT z

Choro? She is & natural, g ¥ 44
a prodigy!

Come, come,
let me show you! Let
us see for ourselves!
_ Come, everyane/




And that, dear
Lewi, is how we make
Lux beads




I. I'm sorry,
Zhu. un. reverend Choro,

t is, I m
Gl ea You do not

spegk whie you
are egting.

< 4 Tis an affront to

S—= that which gave its life

- so that you could
feast.

Hi, uh..
Y-you wanted
to, uh, see

74
e

‘ Lewil Come in,

What's your

Oh.l Oh, I'm so...
but I thought this food
was vegetdarian..?

Plants're
livin' things too! You
ignorant child.

3]
understand what it is
you did last Noon?

N-ro...
Um, not... not

Ah, the naive
master, truly blessed
by our Luminance.

Chapter 5

D'ya really rot Know
any better?!

You have so
much to learn, and it
gstonishes me that
Burnaby thinks he is

the one to teach
it tyou.  spearin of, ‘e
wants t'see ya,
soon as yfinish
yer brekkie.

My usual
preparations for
tomorrow's solstice
now seem quite
insufficient.




The Alchemist

So, these are a That is.. one
wuch more typical size Onl The lux wmelts the way of looking at it,
than the one you had sand into glass and they I suppose.

created earlier.. fuse together! Neat!

When you channel
lux into sand, they bind
together, forming beads

where they join.

However, you
must learn control. A
bead should be smooth.
You are putting far too
much into them.

Here, let me

No matter, I
shall refill it. Pay no
mind;, that is a much
later lesson. Lewi, do you
finaly realize that you

a gift and we must

show you how-- Oh, cultivate it.
my vessel is drained

I wonder what Wh.. why would
my dad would think
about all this.

Oh, hello.

2l
you say that?! What is it?

Why worry
about himZ You are
filed with the gods’'
love, something your
father could never

understand.

Simple. He is
an gtheist.

soon?! We must see
them at once!




Oh, Z4qr,
My Luminance,
My Beloved, we
are honored by
your presence!

Oh! It is
the funny avian
and his cutious
dradon friend.

Of course,

where dre my

JE )77
Was that a
prophesy?

manners?

I tell gou
things that are
impottant.

Z3aqgir, this is
Lewi, my newest

) Yes. It is o
pupil.

pleasure for you

I am sotry
about gout

Is. is there
something important about
the way my father dies?

He dies
ahd ygou ate
sad.

hundred and fifty
three years.

In two
hundred and fifty
three geats.

Ah, yes, you
will get used to that.
Thank you, Za'gir.

And this is R
important? . It is
Impottant
to gou.

come, we have so
much to finishl




%o.. what's ' It is what -

with the il Your fellow is done next
anyway? acolytes are helping Qéat.

to carry sunlight for
Our Luninance.

Really? .. My
Luminance?

Yes. It is
much mote
sensible.

But.. but I
thought you liked
us paying tribute

ou.

Why
just mount them
to the walls?

What am I
even looking at? Are Al (5% Jou
yobwIde. of lightZ m ate what fascinate
\ » ho, | me, Creatures made
am not made of of matter...
angthing. | simply
am light.

Creatures
with o bedinning
and on end...

They are in

a shadow, Oh, of course!

Perhaps we can make
that change before
the morrow.

Ah, no.

And why not
just use skylights?
I bet you could

Matetiol thot
gou absotb from some
and give to others, and
always chandingd...

N\ Never quite the
Same patts as before
but yet, continuous.

I hadn't
thought of that
before.




I love the
way gou drow and
chande yet stay

the same.

And the wag
Jou cteate mote of
gourselves by combining
matetials, and the wag
some never choose to,
S\ like this one.

%)

0 14
My Luminance,

my love for you is all
the love I need.

Pes! But that
makes it all the more
puzzling to me why
gou still produce

550000...

My dad's,
uh, like that..




Goodness,
where is that

of course. We
are supposed to
be finalizing the
Liturgy!

N\
concept, “latre.” To

be in the wrong time
fot the right place.
Ah, matter.

Zh? Are
you in there?

My Luminance,
do you know where
my associate is?
Ah, 1 do not.

Thete is o shodow
on her.

Hm. Perhaps
she is weditating
in her quarters.

That is
whete the shodow
ends.

Zhu.. Reverend
Choro. This is highly
inappropriate. Za'qir
is manifest and

are expecti Yer entire

priesthood is highly
inappropriate.

Choro!

e /‘4)
/ )

(
5

Only on ale'hol.
Not on m'own self-
rishusness like you.

.Beloved,
why not simply

tell me that? She is there

before the shadow
and she is there after.
I do not know if she
is there during.

A
)

Regardless,
she is Igte.

W-w-well I
never! Never thought

‘bout how people could

get hurt? by a know-
nothing Hovice as

a channel?!

Yeah.. Yeah,
you never.




If this is My Luminance, Oh! This one is
an alchemist.

how you're going Suits we I fail to see the
to be then I must \ v’ fire. huwor in this. Ah, that one

ask you to leave. compares what she

I would wouldn’t with that
sooner work with which you do.
an glchemist than
to continue this
farce.

Ha! Evin
petter!

/

} How dare you .4ou were trying
) Le‘f"’! Is. come in here and.. and to figure out how this
6 this truelg el | mean defile this sacred all works! Why didn't T
dad is one and | was redlize before?! Guards! Take
\ng to b-be one but this glchemist spy
] away!
faith?! Yes, a test ]

of my faith, of
course...

I knew
should have been wore
suspicious when you spoke Ah! This is
of "tautologies” and.. where we are!

Wonderful!




left that morning.
Ugh, I screwed This is the

belong here,
little one.

optimal path for
ygou to follow.

There is o
difference betrween
knowledde and
wisdom,

Oh, that was
you on the path over
here, wasn't it.

Haha, yep! 2B
" and you ‘
told me not

Knowledde 7 |

ond wig
Lew, g
A-‘



You there!

Talking with one of ' )

your conspirators? Your frotting

telestone. Hand
it over.

You expect me
to believe that,
dlchemist?

Where's
it hidden?

[ il find its y
mange.
@ &
there it—- N\ =
=

\\

blind!
‘:\ ] J
=
Prisoner out, © ‘
S\

5
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UH... H-HELLO
LITTLE GIRL!

D-00 YOV L\KE
ANIME?









lv > O @ ¥
‘@> “@%\%\@\
o

L i
N\
3”& /g K e @
iR

)
Lot \
19450 68 50
@’ O© l‘ %\‘ D\
@ O\ » O
o%w@’ 58 307 8¢
& 'ﬁ*‘@’%‘c@@%
R A LoV ol &
NS <©>’ 0© %\ @
<©> e O\ » O
o%w@ 59 §
0@ ISACEN RN
l A\ > O

<©> @ S\
l ‘, “\ ‘@o ﬁ@" 0@%\
@ ‘ ‘ %\ @’




busybee
http://beesbuzz.biz/

In an ancient land of magic, Avian and Dragon clerics seek
the favor of the gods. Lewi, a young Dragon who finds herself
dissatisfied with life as an Alchemist, finds inspiration in
spirituality and leaves home to join the Clergy. Soon she
finds herself caught between the philosophical worlds of
science and religion. Can she find happiness by casting off
everything that she has ever known, or will she be lost forever?
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