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Preface

I had a lot of trepidation when it came to putting together this printed volume; on the one hand, the
story was cliché and slapdash, the art was “under development” (putting it very kindly), and rereading
it today simply makes me cringe. On the other hand, it eventually tells the most important story that
serves as the launching point for the Unity series as a whole.

The story of Ascent wasn’t written so much as it formed, like crystals around a nucleation point.
The underlying catalyst to the entire story was a daydream in which I wondered what would happen
to someone who had awakened having everything — their name, their identity, their past, and even
their gender — removed. I knew from the beginning that the characters would be non-human, and
that the main character’s species would be something semi-aquatic and somewhat similar to Earth
monotremes. Other than that, I had no idea going in what would happen, and it is only from happen-
stance that things happened to work out in a way which was reasonably coherent, aside from some
glaring inconsistencies created in the first few chapters.

If I were to do this all over again, I probably wouldn’t do it at all. There were many times through-
out the creation of this story that I was on the verge of giving up outright. But every time, someone
inspired me to keep going, and I think I'm better for it.

To that end, I would like to thank, in no particular order: My family, Abbey Spracklin, Dan
Lacey, bug, Felix Plesoianu, Mark Farinas, Patrick Lake, and last but definitely not least, Christopher
Sturtivant, whom I miss dearly. You all gave me ideas, inspiration, and motivation to keep going. And
to everyone else who gave me advice and criticism, I would like to thank you as well.

fluffy
Seattle, WA
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| EEM TO EE
IM A EOOM OF
SOME SORT.

oEAY, I'M IM A
STEARMGE ROOM..

(0o 17

EIGHT FOoOT |= N

RATHER SORE...)
R\

SURE | KMaw IT. /£

THIS LOOK= LIKE
A COMM UMIT..

C(WHAT'S THATT)

(l% THAT REALLY
MY WOIGET I




7 Officer Melrose? DOCTORT 'A_‘hl_ ? Melrose,
You are quake? AM | IM A IS It HOV_V are f\
HOSFITALT you feeling? /a it

Al... | suppose. confused.

I will send g

doctor for you.

OFFICER MELROSZET ) Well, hopefully
OFFICER MELROSE? ) that won't last for

very long.

4. 1f wish re fish

' Would Juni Melrose,
prefer for me to Organeer First Class.

N
call you Juni’ Your name, and your

< | don’t know, e
Hm, I was official title.

afraid of this.
Please, sit,

We're not entirely
sure what happened,
and we were hoping
you could clear it up
You were... for us.
working, and there
was an incident.

y could.
L >

S

Plttyad



p. Orbital dynamics are easy|

Well, tell me, what I'm not sure... | remember "\ / and what's

do you remember?

things like what things are, coming to mind are
like you're a doctor and that’s ~ things like orbital dynamics
a pneumatic stethoscope 4 and temporal dilation and how
around your neck... to integrate the inertial

moment of a hypersphere ‘
but... | don't...

| don’t know how it got there... |
don’t remember anything happening
before | woke up just now.

[6. Interruptions|

Well, you mentioned a few - ) Sorry, Officer ‘
techie things, so maybe you could ’ Melrose... let me
tell me if you remember anything show you th-

about your j-

WILL
IT FROM HERE,

It seems I
need to release
you now.

you are quite )i/
in demand.




I apologize For the precipitous 0 .
departure, but due to the sensitive |mpor|‘dn|' to the habitat to S e

risk anything with you in
your present state,

L —1 hope I did not

seare you earlier when I came

,) Tt should Mou on so strong by the way

I have lived here your
whole life,




9. Self-awareness

Agent Samuel Roarke ‘ Well, of course, That ‘
reporting. I have Officer uni how you have dlways ) ,dl‘erf \
Melrose, and we are heading \ preferred others o refer - DEHILOI ARdilich

all
fo its residence, i

(10. Homecoming]

So anYyWay Oh; duni,
Tamu suggested T give the bedroom's

you some time alone Fo get
vour bearings, so I will

be with Cyn,

EODY IMFORTAMT.

some rest, You
look spent,




[11. Reacquaintence|

UMEEMFT HIZ AMD
CLOSET WITH TWo ITS TOWELS FIGTURES N\
SI1ZEE OF CLOTHIM OF U= oM THE
A BED T sty BUREAU
FOR Two ) o l~ D ,.\1.




13. Basic instr

dunine how are
you Feeling?

1

N

>
We should get
some dinher, Wank
o qo oul, or would
you rather edt in?

MY HAIE

I1Z A MESE.

MO WOMDER HE

WAMTED ME TO
SHOWER...

Mm, Take o
shower and et
dressed, then,

Ah, so much
for my excuse to
gel wet and naked

eed help
with Hhat? No, |
can figure
it out.
[ i

N with you,

Remember,
lather, Fhen

rihse,




[15. Fashion and passion|

What should | wear?
| don‘t know what's
appropriate.
Oh, goody, the day
has Ffindlly come! Mou're asking
. me for fashion advice!

This was so worth it! I
was  dlways hoping someday you'd
admit you need help with.,

I liked that
sohg you were singing
ih the shower,

Mot Funny?
Sorry,

@ o\ Lz
S /o) -
' r
16. Please be seated

y Ab, it is almays Well then, Mister
a pleasure to see youn Roarke, tell me more
two. Right this may. about yourself.

Mm, welll T work in
government security, protecting
important politicians and
government scientists,

10

st

Das ;

-

Plethaald

>
v IF I fold you, I'd have

to Kill you, which means I'd
have to stop myself ot
dl costs,



[17. An interjection]

Well then, Mister Roarke, '
tell me more about myself. Excuse me!
Officer

Uou're o high—ranking government

Melrose! A moment

scientist, reporting to Tamu Haring, in charqe
of your time!

of Unity environmental engineering, Um, right \
how is o very bad hime for this eclid
conversalion Oh? Why,

is it ultra-
secret?

relations. "No
comment.”

g Its
£ RAYE RO And who might Protector.
comments ot you be in relation il Kindly leave, Siv 1

Daily Axis. Officer Melrose, do to Melrose? beg of

You have any comments in 1'(‘g:1‘1'ds
to reports of an attempt on
your life?

... see, qui to

Attempt on [ e (rood evening,
my life?

11



[19. Details are sketchy]|

Maybe o leak af
the hospital, someone knew
who you weren, there's not
a lot of nullo spadetdils

darbreeze, what a simpin
kessel. How did they hear about
that dlready? I'd better make

d note about thisi.

Yes, about
that, what-

Especially not ones
recognizable from a
1
political seandal,

Hey, eal up.
Uour soup is

qetting cold, When
did that get
here?

I wasin No, not really, it
a political was just the media SHH‘ih%
scandal? wind up. Somehow they qo
the idea that you qob your
position by sleeping with
Tamu, bul eventually
they qob bored.

species has a
reputation.

| see. So why
did the media give
up on the story?

It wes Funny.
Uou're openly asexual, but
people assumed you were
sex—driven domineering nympho,
even as a neubrois, May
for stereotypes.

and honey, you're
oul of stock

12



RI.Removall

Okay, so, someone born like
me would be an evolutionary

I have no ideaw. one day ~ fi> For a5 I Know, ~

|
you told me you were finally geH‘in?‘ \
Y

[ the only person who knew)
dead-end... | suppose | your genitals removed, I was achual \ wharf\ \1ou|.hw+ereh W?" You.
eschewed a birth sex? hing of surprised that you even o :I’ j ost i3

had them o begin with, edd
Hehe, es5— y 1 . ) <
ou've a \
So what hasgech: Hey, dlways been prethy '\ anSshiests
was | before? Hi, ambijuous, sinee the to that.
NSup? ay we meh,

Q 'Scool | ] U
oo : P :
y ® V

Q £ Vvs (o

Pl el

'Okaq, hon, . M, let's OI:I Io_ok,
you've had a bit he’s right
here.

: gel you to bed,
much to drink. AW, go easy » oay?
N on me. Was m’ You sure ‘bout

first time. Hee. that? | think | gotta
partner who seems Beeeeeeep.

like th’ jealous
’ type! ‘ rl.)

13



[23. Foreshadowing|

The incident fis you wish,

i> being inveshiqated, , ;
Ues, s, It Is 3 e ST 0 o D I wil confinue fo

safely in bed For — is probably my personal
the night, and the ethies getting in the way,
residence has been but I Feel that this 4

ht

keep it distracted.

seeured, \ deception—

Good niq

o you loo,

Ues, sir

14
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good morning ' So, he ou're on €r, well, yeah, but I medhm
hubshine, How're qo’u medical |edveq’[oﬁ now, 50 why you Know, personadl time,
Feeling? don't we spend some Hme

Like something together Foday?

big and unpleasant
sat on my head. Huh? It's simple

1
Don't...we always we qo fo the beach
spend time together? or somelhing,

Oh, | thought you..
never mind. The beach
( sounds lovely.

ind Hhat's Cassandra's, ouls M 4 k
Favorite litHe bistron, They have wmd:be”zgmﬂ:i”

a lovely cilantro—ape ceviche Wait, did you :
. Good roast beel, too, y hear that? 4
4l

That sounds Sam, please, | thin
| heard something
= ‘ y terrible happen.
i 1

You've got to N
take me to work.

17



Hi, Tamu, sorry to alarm
you but duni says it heard
somelthing, and it wanls
Fo investiqate,

15t didn T

say whah,

No, of course | N
figured a ship of this
size would already have
that sort of thing taken
care of. I'm just feeling

1
so useless now. You're not

useless, You just
need some fime

It sounded like N
a ground breach.

b osays o

ground breach, Like a hit,

— and a ripping.
Like o hit

and a rip—

Okay, it won'
be happy but T'll let
it know you said Hhal,
Thank you, sir,

~ How do you hear
those things anyway?

The outer c?ol’l« is a few
lometers down, rightZ

| guess I'm just
attuned to it. It has

a very distinct
scent.

18

Tamu says the outer
hull was hit by a sharp rock

which tore some c¢loth=

'i i That's what d
. | thought it might
be!
—but it was detected
and fabbers are dlready
fixing iF, and you're
sqﬁll oh leave

"Meh. It
was worth

Sure, you know
how certain sounds
make different
smells?
No, T can't
say that's very
Familiar,




So you were

saying what | do, before
we were interrupted back
at the restaurant, .
Mm, right,

Uou're ohe ofq
of scientists
Tamu Hdrlnq,

~_are sa[

29. Not rea

“Not really?” What
about this “incident”
I've heard so little
about?

A Fll
investigation is
underway,

ah oclet
working For
who ensures
that Unity is on course
and all its occupdnb

You don't Falk
about your job much,
but as I understand it y
mostly deal with how ||' d"
works together, So you
coordinate the others, with
Tamu making Fhe
[inal decisions.

No, most of them don't l

have an agent, Uou're just |
> generd \1 paranond‘__

Hm. Seems |
like it was justified, )
considering. £
So the other ‘
seven scientists...
do they have..

is that an }

eqq cluteh?

And? What do you
know so far about it?
I can't Fell you
The ehl'lre investigation
is conlidential,

{ bit off-putting. Can
you at least give me

Even to me?

And you wonder
why I'm paranoid.

19



30. Internal dialog|

ine, if that’s I'll just have
how he’s going to find out for )

to be about it. myself then. &
WHAT A
STRAMGE
EFITHET

1. E F|E! ZAM I = N

Wait, the second
A Why would one... that's not _/ icture of me
w someone send Pailiit , P
me these... s And #3 N and Sam...
matches the

head in #1?2/

20



2. Wh m

Okay, think...
who can help me
figure this out?
Not Sam...
M'T_ TRUST HIM

Obviously.

[33. Information is currencyl

’ | need to
( make an exchange

with you.

That depends
on what is to
be offered.
Exclusivity
on my story.
For what,
then?

L ~First, | have

But | don't
know anyone
else, not who

‘Why yes, of course
I can make time to speak

[Pean firid about you, Melrose.
Please, sit.
Except... With a moment I
Hm. can talk.
2
1 . |
f
|
N

Loty

-~ Second, you
“investigate these
images which were

given to me.

That is all?

editorial control
over the content
and timing.
Unconventional,
but I presume you
will continue with

more terms? Tt is a
pleasure to make
such an unbalanced

exchange.

21



[34. And a pinch of salt]

' These sheets seem to have been '

stripped of all tracing information.
No UID, no origin. Of course that
would have been too easy.

A “duh” momen

1"5.1111 thdt what you

have is false. They ma

fool a mammal eye bu
do not fool data!

Sure, but
\ NOW what-

Now 1
require moisture.
Follow me as we

And such a v»aste,
as all have the same three
images stored on them, yes.
Unsigned... hm, but also not
source- encrypted v

I’m sorry,
is that a good
or bad thing?

I am however

uzzled. The partlcula

selection of images, chosen
to best demonstrate forgery
and given to you by a

llI'CG unseen?

{( were Ieft in

22

A good thing, -
very. I have tools,

I can dissect them.
Forensics!
Oh...
Of course,
yes.

Why would ‘
somebody fdlSIf an image

of your lover with somebody

other than you?

Yes, back to
my desk, I did not
need tlut ﬂuld



[36. Needing explanations|

You see, you and he,
no signs of manipulation,
he with her, you alone?
Severely modified.

So, Melrose:
‘Were you attempting to

[37. Something of interest]

...and that’s all
| know about what's
going on.
) 7 Isee Itis
of interest. Why
did you come to

me, then? £

You expect me to
believe you did not know
you were seen in an embrace
with your ever-present
accomplice?!

put a m% over my feelers, hm?
Distract me from a real story
with this fabrication?

You're the only
person I've... met...
who doesn’t seem

to be involved.

(supposed to assure me)
of my safety? _

-
It is conspirators
who make such promises.
You need honesty.
—

~As far as you know.
Coming to me may have
put you in danger. €

23



38. Realization!

[ You said you left In that case, it
Roarke at the beach, is likely that your
correct? Why has he absence may cause more
not called you? I don’t consternation. I suggest
ou re to your
have a comm... He W [T _

seems to handle all Kailenas
of my affairs. 1 will start my
article now. Please
contact me with any
developments.

7 Oh, you're back!
Good, I' was starting | just 4
/ N needed to clear h Seriously,

I figured you'd my head. do you like to)
come home, bul you - sleep on the
weren't here, Where couch?

did you gof _ .

24



0. Complication|

Suni, wait, L. )

I'm sorry There's
things I can't tell you,
and T could probably

handle it belter,

<

41. Realization!

~ You |
were spying
on me?!
Not me personally,
i's my job to make
sure you are sdfe,

You ARE
involved, then
JThose pictures-

Uou're in a very
sensitive position with a
huge amount of influence,
and iF things qo wrong it
could have an enormous

impact on  Unity,

So i's inkeresting
that the First Hhing “you
did was to go see
that reporter,

25












A2, Awakening]

| SEEM TO BE
IM A ROOM OF

WHAT THE BREEZE
JUET HAFFEMED?

[43. Continuing]

; Juni; I'm sorry
Yes, there is about thak,
no point to me
seeing a doctor. / Whatever.
, | Just take me

doctor for-

\ bother.

Sam Roarke is
there. Send
him.

29



{44. Head, ache]

| suppose
that there’s some \
sort of implant in

Y PrAN? S Ues, bt it's
probdb‘q ot what
you're Hhinking,

i

<1
S

en what’s with
the whole knocking- )
me-out thing? 4
Safety protocol,
To protect yourself
and others,

b~ I'm thinking
I'm part of some sort )

of sick experiment. 4

I had my objecl‘ions'

but you Know howi,
Y /

Well, you can be

prethy stubborn,

so sick when you
started i

IF it seems like
you're about to qo crazy
again I squeeze this and

say “protocol fwelve,"
which delivers—

30



Ugh... my head. ’ Tamu said this Hme no, uh,

I should just, uh, carry you Fou wiell. duni,
qou%tl jfo:!lth'. the rest of the way since meet  duni,
Um, sorry; you're long overdue for
' an  infroduction,

LEMUR SZALTED
HUTDPS‘r’ EEEF CRUZ=ST
Ry |

e v 3w

47, atter|

s teenu biF RAMELIMG is work g felling you w
vy ol PEUTTER JELLY ) R [ EKILLFUL_
! &-h L No not YOU ':EHGUREH'S
Tamu decided [o2eazioMAL that THING in my ) =
would be best |‘c|> MO UM HEAD shut UP! 4yp.
} E
~—/

your brain
1
memories,

31



(8. Scene from the hallway|

So many words...
the?:l don’t make sense,
why don‘t they make

But what
they mean...

sense?!

Ssh, duni
iHll_be all righk
Tamu is oh

and the his waql

smells..,

colors...

COMTEMFORARY
© EEEF CHATTLE

And | know that
you need me... just
like | need you.

| know what
you are.

| hope we can
do this as painlessly
as possible.

32

It needs me.

...even though
| just slammed my
tail in the door.

Pluthraald

=\
(O

Pt



[50. The arctangent of solitude|

Trick? What
do you mean?

So, you. You're
that voice in my head,
putting thoughts there.

Through the thing
in my brai

Your voice=—_HEQUT?
It sounds like when...
it’s the same voice as

IMPERLER LREMT
EITHER WAY | KEMOW
MY SELF TO0 WELL.

DOM'T FLAY LIMB
S .

What are you
talking about? Why
don’t'you think I'm

LIKE I'D GIWE IT
AWAYT WO, I'HM

Ha
Wha chi

o STUFID. THAT'S JUET
TOUR ZUBCOMZCIOUE,

WOULD..HOW ARE ¥ OU
LISTERIHMG L

33

rAaHswWeERIZ QUARE
ROOT OF LOYWE

ness?
oes that
have—

HHM. THEY HMEWER
GOT THAT RIGHT
EEFORE. FIME,

WE'LL "THALE."

[ZURFACE TAMGEMT
WELOZITY] OO meters
per second

[ETH"'L ALCOHOL] CZHSOH

[LEMGTH OF
A =TRIMG]

~As long as
it needs to be.

[HAME OF MY
FIRET GOFHER]

When
did | have

a pet?




™ — — .
=0 THEY WERE TELLIMG "Juni, you’re having a nervous
ME THE TRUTH. I'M MOT ZURE breakdown. Juni, we’re not sure

WHETHER TO EE AMGREY

what to do. Junt, blah blah'blah.
Ok AFRAID.
=2

Juni, we’re copylng your brain to
oy tg see what happened. S, i
ove You

MO Juni, you’re not real.
3un1 Juni, Jun
uni ~

grammar was
atrocious.

34
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3. The naked truth!

Your partner Agﬁ?rently you Is this
brought you to me were talking to yourself, groing to take
because he feels you | po- and then you passed / \all day, Tamu?/

e Out., Tell me about <

need a psychiatric kad D W R
evaluation. o hakeds 20 your moth— wait, you
Do you feel you know who I am?*

must be naked for ) Just a
a reason?

' Apparently you eme Nening...
were somehow in direct O€; ' ¥ was saying
communication with , f Are . ; it is quite’
our mind-clone. £ B —\ interesting.
: hat it's like! :
Sam managed QY eies prsecond, otiglieanocll [ The ser ] =
SeSrSACTL W E e
happened is quite
mteresting...

37



oo. Lecture)

Ah, Sam, ™S
you're back. Juni,
Sam’s brought you a
change of clothes so
we can go to the
lecture.

Lecture?

I’'m sorry.

6. Their perception of things|

... now know that the Homin had a rich
tapestry of gods; the pantheon was kept in
the minds of the people through a tradition of
visual storytelling along their 7-day cycle —
although their days were shorter, making it
only one day longer than our 5-day dec —
though many were so devout as to study
the individual stories on as often as a daily
basis, and to dissect these stories and
B\ preserve their findings in the global

information repository.
5 Unfortunately, we
have yet to decipher their
myriad languages to any

reasonable degree.

.., Yes, the
initial findings
from officers Corentin
about the recently-
discovered Homin
repository.

About
one round agoa... one
of your %eople found it,
acttally. Thankfully they
listened to reason for
once and turned
it over.

I‘'m sorry,
you'll hayg to
fill me in._

What is even more
impressive is the size and shape
of the Dirt Mother; rather than simply rely
on tangent velocity as in the case of our
world, the Homin made use of “gravity,”
a weaker fundamental force which is only
even measurable from a large body...

While we can’t really explain how
that might work — officer Melrose,
who we notice just joined us, may be
able to better educate us on that at
some later time —what we’re certain
of is that the Homin aspired to have
complete control over their domain,
and their existence has affected
all the species which
came after them.

Although nowhere near
as massive as a star, it was enough that
the Homin’s perceived tangent velocity
A\ led to nearly twice the acceleration that we
experience in our more conventional
cylindrical world. Further, their
environment was driven by the
power of their captive star, which

they used as a natural “axis.”

S 2 e
Tamu,
isn‘t that

38



57. Afterparty

Ah, Juni, 7/ Hello Chandra, > Thanks in no . — — — _
Tamu... we are Kandra. Isee youry small part to you both! ] Excqse me! )
glad you could discoveries are The insight you gave us was Kali Rosha, Southern Daily
\_coming along. particularly helpful, Juni. | take —Q Axis. Officers Corentin, I have )
it you are returning to your_A4'm not sure; several questions towards
duty soon? _~{"things are still the lecture. May I have 0
L azy— A - some moments? ‘
What it means
is that it’s still trying
to adjust to a few
changes.

should catch
up! Ta. .

8. After-afterparty walk|

So, | just Quite blood- -
have to ask... those warming, really... they
tWO,IgVC?SrgaV?e the e i) share everything —credit,

21 d Kandra Corentin. biflo, el i Al

Twin siblings. Fellow refer to themselves
science officers of yours, e g
and quite the pair. The
one is autistic, you see,
so the other speaks
for them both.

{m\"’ (i 4

o

39



¥ Oh, he didn’t
did Sam go, [ tell you? He decided
£to go home early.

been hoping to talk
about your working
relationship with

[60. It’s oh so quiet|

Sam?
I’'m home.

He has been
under a lot of stress
for the past round, and
the pressure is getting
to him. He’s grown
a bit... edgy.

wouldn’t

know.

40

Oh, come now,
he threatened to kill
that reporter. He needs
a vacation. I suggest
you give him one.

And please,
apologize to Kali
Rosha the next
time you talk.

The last
thing we need
is more cries for
revolution.

e i ,
e,

: o QAT
with, Cun, When Fhinas. seff
oy E@%}M%iw?ﬁmowmi |

whete: o Find e,




[61. a hollow voice says “plugh”|

FEW EGRHPT &5 AURER?

Wiho arre you?

TOYW EBREPT
EET QUEEY

0 G
RIS

BEIND 4
PEW ‘
U

41












[62. Entanglement]

Whoareyeu? Wiy, 11 yeu, BUE)guess
@(ﬁ vougrelnoy

feelingfquite
Vourself Wiy @ [

[atelyA @ﬁﬁ@gﬁgﬁﬂ
PLAET WIVEL

[63. Juni drops the K-bomb|

~ NV VvV VVV V '
OW! Jar-breezing Ow, my \
Kessel on a mother’s | " tail... the last time?

foetal spray! g . FEGUT A
4 P Gah, what ROLIND AGO L
m a weird dream... | x> NHmm, yeah,
aven't had one r? about a—
: of those in a = S
| ‘b m I | remember it?

v'
When w

\) D\

FIMD A
DATA MODE
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Where would
| keep it?

. ———
Hi, Tamu, um..
DRAWER? — I’'m sorry to wake you
t‘ﬂegfiat J so early, but something on a data node, i ereetent 2
' happened and now | AHuh?4 \ for a start. A discuss this over

can remember some 4=TrrF

- 4 0h, ub.. ca,ffei.ngi at o;]r
things! _ | Like what, -
= exactly?

. like
how to call you

I'll meet you
there in two
kaysecs.

[65. Wired a little ditferently|

’ | was talking to
'celxva?illlﬁggggé s myself... | mean, literally,

to another me. And when |
bseetl)faf}?l 1133 ySo(;.u; gllld woke up, | realized | could thle_igz/éev;gaytou
me, what brought remember some things. Verlng e
this on? | had Isee. And in
a dream. this dream, were
younude?

Oh, no
reason.
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[66. Live nude physicists|

Why is
everybody
staring?!

You really
don’t know? Oh,
for... Juni. You're
stark naked.

| know.
What'’s your

Well, it’s not
considered entirely
conventional in our

polite society.

So? After being
in that place for so
long | just got used

to not having...

Y
‘M' ..iI)l

Left a note saying

not presently working
for you? He would never )
have allowed you to go /
out in such a state

| never even
ot a chance to talk
o him. He's staying
D with his sister.

things were too crazy...
wa_ntegd me to wait to%ind

him until | remembered
how to. Which | do. =«

7 Not that | care now:.
He’s such a poopyhead...
Never came to visit me
when | was so...

47

" Wait, that's
not... Ooh, that
simping Kessel!
Tamu, | have to
talk to Juni.

To... oh,
the clone?
Isee.I'll call
for transport

...discreet

memories! Stupid)
stupid stupid!




[68. What, what, what?|

What building is this? What? It's fine. 2! Asking
I thought computational If I go nuts again, you it what happened {
psychiatry was across can just zap me. I'm not was the reason | /On . was it?

Mm, well, even wearing anything T thought you

given yesterday, I to destroy this timg~~Oh, the concern ‘ had just taken

an interest in /
psychiatry,

doubt it would be wise 7 isn’t for you, but for

to put you in the same ' the simulation. We had

room as the simulation to roll it back to before /
supernode again. your encounter... So / ]

ait... Then
how is Sam still
able to zap me *A very good
to sleep? /question. I never

=/ told him the implant
was removed, but his

ortunately it’s ; With you, to
fivesday, so we don’t Lab? figure out how it
have to worry about //\Where are X is the machine can
_lab availability. you taking talk to you.
me?

be so fatalistic.
We are going to
experiment.

Doesn‘t it
just send data

: o, of course
to my implant?

not. We removed
that as soon as we
copied your neura

protocol transmitter
still seemed to

work on you. A |
My guess

=z is the reasons
are related
N~ -

J

Pltbals
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[70. Internal Dialog]

] — i .
r How did my life even come to this,
lying on a cold metal table while an absent-
minded psychiatrist runs random and
ill-conceived experiments on my memory?

m What?

— é Yes, Juni?

1/ Did you
=4( just ask me a
8 \_question?

®

No, I said
we were about
to begin.

GET TEMUER(tenured Kayohash

in Southern—oh,
but I wasn‘t native-
hatched.
> 7 TAWNE ARE
MALLEAELE

Juni?
We're about

Sure, he’s my
superior officer and
my friend, but maybe
| should just live with

something | discovered
which we need to know:
This just seems so one-

No, after
that. | thought
I smelled your
voice.

Pludhraald

/1. Butter-fried

Juni, what do you
: No... they only Where do you
~1#] relgslrpst)eel*c?.é)sc);lt really get together to breed.\ O /- , think phe scent is
) Y P f Mostly solitary hunters, not, ;. coming from? 4", - o
Enough to know uh, into science- Seriously, it’s like someone is
, what are you doing? : .
they’re unpleasant. Could you talking and | don’t
What are you doing? describe where you know who but jar
That smells bad. i are right now? breeze that smell is
b I'm lying on a table y Mm. Okay, making me sick!
sozye Can yog be more where a sadistic Umago is we're turning
p specific* Anyth;ng using an emitter of some b it off now.
;L__physiological? kind to make me smell HRK
’ ® butter-fried feces.
Sasha, Litifixg
call the
= oY doctor. ‘
D) = — = )
/ ” : _ s
[ 4

v - |
\ \
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[72. More internal dialog]|

THIS ISH'T THE . )
WA IT'5 suppozep )/ Butthat's THEYTtﬁIﬁh;HTEnMHU:anﬁLJ vou(  That's
TO EE the way it - ersonal

i KMOW WHAT ¥0OU ARE AMD \ P . I kniow,

\ WHAT THEY WAMT TO EKROW Juni
AEOUT oL, FOU ARE SUCH A :
DISAFFOIMTHMEMT.

WHY DOM'T _ \

YOuU SIMFLY
\ TELL THEM?T Tell them

what?

WEE,
| have IT IS5 MUCH
always wanted LARGER IM
That isn‘t to Slee itup
natural, you close. iU REALIZE fUCH MORE

know. ) THAT THIS IS5 JUST
A DREAM.

WHY WaUuLD
AMYEOQDY THIME
IT WAST

pelb

bjeges (
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That is still
not quite right.
Too small to be
realistic. Where
is the circadian

shield?

¥OoU ARE
MIZZING THE
IMFORTAMGE.

| know. What
am | suPposed to
ki

be loo
I am lost.

ng for?

2
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Officer
Melrose?

Don't try to
speak. We had
to intubate.

Everythin
W?|/| It’))étﬁlng.













You had

" Idont suppose you es, that sort
a seizure. A

know if you have a history of feeling is not
of this happening... your' / uncommon after

Wh.. what uite major / ‘ blic records are, of /
happened? ) 9 o L LPURTICIECords are, (07 4 a grand mal

/7 You appear
event. A/ to be sta% e now.

: Officers N-no, | am... -
Haring and Tzernikov | don't... Ugh, my Lisidgest you 1o<t.
|

are somewhat reluctant head. | feel Tike I'm St
to give me any more inside-out. 4 € -
information. _ - Please call Vv fr——

course, brief.

if you need... {
or remember )

Breezin anything.

secretiv% yt 9

govern;nent ]
es... S

[76. Silent in the morning|

’ tainl Goodness... —

gg?,lé %esr uiteya, Not to be a bother Oh, now
care ?Tuni 50 soon, but Juni, | see what you

) : how did you... e were...” _

Why are you

Oh, much so confused by m
better now. You answered electrorecept?/on.y :

Thank you, / Sasha before her
Sasha. / / translator could /
. : broadcast. _
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[77. Mood swings|

Electroreception?
You never mentioned
that you could sense

]
currents! Well, I'm sure

that you never told

It explains
so much...! My...
The emitter, wh;
you still respond /

to the proto- A

charge-deaf. _«

hy are you
making such a big
deal about this? 4

[78. Checking out]

|~ Thank you for ~N—————_

your concern, Doctor You're certain
Goldberg, but I really that you're fine?

must be leaving_ g “5eslor Haring-

Officer Haring
does not know what
he’s talking about. /

me that you were /

I have so
many questions...
Where to begin? / please wait

Have you always \until I've- /
been able to.serllge tlf}e Y
rocesses inside o ~
P data nodes?  AYhat? | dOQ t

Could you I'm sorry...
Idon’t know

what I'm... 4

Let’s go,

Sasha. Juni

l needs its

are you not
telling me,
Juni?! A

I haven't
/' been telllngﬁyou
o breeze off and |

LET Mg REST/

Well he said you
were ready to go home
but I wasn't Certain.

Oh. Well. |
quess he’s right.
For once:

|
That'd be
because I'm

angry.

You seem
rather angry.
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Do you have
all your belongings?
Are you forgétting
your shoes?

Shoes? What
good are those

You ‘will silly things?

get some rest,
yes, Melrose?




[79. Cynthia Roarke-Fanning]

1L

Hi, Cynthia,
it's Juni. Is your
brother here?

duni! What
da surprise! Sam
said you might be |

coming by, “buk.,
Oh, bbg of
course, DPlegse,
come oh ih!

Goodness! ﬁr, ech,
I'm sosorry... | 'Y Family obligation,

didn’t realize you '
were Iactatir¥g. what “withi Un,

57

HEY, SAMANTHA!

Uou have a litHe [riend
here to see you!

' Why aren’t

Connie or Deborah

helping? Don't the
acPtugIIy IiI<ethisy Oh, they're

new mate now,
 Portsdale,

hting ove
o qets o
bree FirsH'

ort of thing? ¢ off with Fheir




So how much
have you gotten
back?

I dunno yet. N
Some? A lot? It's
hard to tell. I'll see or\
think of something and
just remember, but |
don't really know
what to think
about first.

Sam, | know It’s been
hard on you the past rou
but | hate waking up alone.

Please come home.

We'll see.
Cynthia needs me
too, you knows
Could
she stay
with us?

Hey, sisy\ Although | do seem ||

they done tol_ll'emembe[jattlmte
147 Awhen your sister a

Feeding? A\ least humored

| mean, for
everyday things and
places and such® Time-
wise I'm still messed up.
| still have no idea stop 5
about history. that, Those're Hey Sam's™y
sensitive. being o better

mofher Fhan

Hee, sorry.
Your mammal
bits just look so

| monofremes
weird to me.

dre wieird,

What, with

all her myooling 3

pups? Uou'd— Aah! This
is why I'm so
paranoid!

k Uv”’\dl- I‘heul

\{¢

\Xe

£o)
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[83. Under pressure|

i Where is the ﬂ Anyway, Fhis

I shooter? Can you Unlikely, was Just Ikd short
a situation with an take it out? even if I had
unkhown assailant, qun with me, you brought

hoolil'orhlsl?lper, vy yDoichIr c(i)a:ae;]ogci.
s always have it yoqu neecljpto
mo&ilcl bel ni:le. T “take a call”
m Faking care
I'dek\zg ig‘ig"'q of pups’ believe you're
‘ ‘ criticizing me
for that " right

how!

So what Without Knowing is i : On the rooftop
do we do where the shoofer is visor indicates that across the streel,
now? or iF they're acting the only agent within
dlone.. I don't three kKilomelers.,
khow,

fAgent Harris

said she would
send backup, I'll
check Fo see

iF Hhey'reu
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[85. The next step|

Crud, I should have
redlized.. the investigation
wash't goihg anywhere,
They ljusl‘ wanted us
o forget. Sam, what
He wanted do we do?
me to keep you
distracted, but that
was dlso to keep
me undware.,

Firest rulet don't Second rule;
qo where they'd expect don't go where you

either of us to hide, think they'd never
expect you fo go

That one's
obvious.

60

y ircl

\ Trust ho one

7 You'll have

[ o decide that |

for yoursell, £ VTI';isa"ﬁ‘

{seems a bit
\ familiar.




Your rules "\ What about
don't leave very We don'F leaving the province?')
many options, really have Go where they can’t
— track us?
7 Mou're crazy,
How wiould we ﬂel‘

by the border?

find L.
Cynthia.,

Refresh mj memory, | came Although, come

how exacHy do you hnow down here with What °H;er to think of it, that may
about this place? other friends, Friends! have actually been in
a dream.

It's not like You know, those
I was tethered to squat, fuzzy creatures,
you all the time with the webbed feet But I
in school. and the mouths ‘ . ut I'm sure
like this. I've been here
3 0 before...
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There they
are... our way _ [ How “do you
\ khow about

this?

[90. In a ship in a ship|

It sure Yes, they i
5 roomy In R are somewhat I reme%llgelﬁ right,

biggﬁ;than reaching the controls

Just push on soon'won't be a

it and slide it
to the left.
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strap in.
to get bumpy,

Sit with your

back against the

cushion.

Lt &Y
HeteQ SFe
KOG BoFE

I have

a bad feeling

aboul this, ;
*i == / You should |
feel excited! A8
h 5

I I

I Feel like
we're_Falling
but Floating

how if you throw

or drop something,

its path curves to
the West?

really a force,
but a lack of

Unity spins
constantly, and thindgs
that are on the ground get
“thrown” outwards. It is what
keeps us moving towards the
ground, and causes wind and
all sorts of other stuff.

But we are
not on the ground...

FALLINGZ/

I think I

o understand, Do

where dre we

- Among
_the stars.

we were continuing in

a straight line, at about
five hundred meters
per second.
were in looked
ecurvedi

)" Because
Unity is still
rotating.
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3. Questions|

IFs so \
quiel ouf
here,

Peaceful,
isn'tit? 48
I was gonna
say “uncombortable.”
IF's 'so quiet my ears
are ringing,
Well, we
could talk. We

have a couple
decis here.

Okay, our
course is set. Slowest
speed, so we won't

fall too hard. How do
7

You mean

The pod
moves faster,
we stay the same
speed, so we
“fall.”

So how bi

Well, okay,
is Fhis
place? ere's

the hub?

There is
no hub... our
hub is like a tiny
version of a

star.
Tiny? Those
are Just specks,

Bul "the hub is

uge! /
7 No, the
stars are just
very far away,
soit's hard to

\ tell how big ,

they are.

Vented
exhaust from the
hub. It's a hot
helium plasma.

the excitement out

of things, ¢ Really? |

think knowing
makes it all the
better...
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So why

i5 the ground a

{ dilTerent zolor over

than over

here? That's...
not ground, and
| don't know. Very
strange. It's almost
like a rainbow. £

What Fhe
breeze is a
rdinbow?

Let's pass the
time some other
way.

m, well
Uhui wihat are
you doing? Just getting
£ { more comfortable.
Bub T'm We should, you

. know, sleep.
hot Hired e




Aww, you
mammals, with your
silly two holes. Which

one should I play
with first?

96. Landing]

'mon, hohu
We need to get
sedted, right?

'Cause wie're
e
deeelerating?

to match
speed...

Hey, wait,
are we rotating?
We shouldn’t be

rotatingyet.

FO2 £cFI0%
frad 24
z#e QT B

Oh'crap;
something must
have gone wrong.
We need to get
back into-

I have
another stupid
question,

When we're
finally back inside
Unity, how do

Things’ll work
out | guess.
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7. The other hal
COMMUMICATIONS

ORLIMNE
<)

you hear me?

TAMUT WHAT IS
THIZ FLACE™
WHERE ARE vOUT

[98. A hole in the sky]|

| aH, THERE voaU
ARE ~_~ | DOM'T FEEL
IT WHEM | MOWE MY SELF
EUT THAT'S OKAY.

Tha‘t; is not.s
Do you remember
what happened?

OH, YEZ, vou
ARE SCAMMIMNG
MY ERAIM.

What is the
last thing you
remember?

l.. WIKND?T MO,

EREEZE. THE..

THIMG= WERE
COMFUZIMG,
HA. WYES. THE..
THE =ZUR!

IMCREARZIMG
EMDORFHIME LEWELZE

L That was narly a,

round ago. You are the
scan, being simulated.

OH, HELLO! MAY |
TALK TO MY EELFT |
HEARK | AM QUITE
CHAREMIMG,

68

OH IT I=
S0 COMFUZIMG EUT
S0 WOMDERFUL!

WHERE AERE

TOUT WHY

CAM'T | SEE
o

Juni, I'm afraid I
have some bad news.
There was an accident.

Your bo
is dea,(g‘y




99. Babblel

WAS THE FUMERAL Hyes..? You HJ-'EEH:'SLE:EEE
- ) cee o
Unfortunately, | ‘;,:dEjI:E,F{ don’t have eyes E' DIAGHOSTICE.
we are Stﬂl unable WAS MHOT anymore, Juni. FERHAFS IT
to determine what
caused this, but AND THAT W oLl BE
»EEUURE DELICIOUS . WELL THEY.. IT'= SAMED.
Lok MAYEE A FIE AM EXFREZSION! Oh? Very
Juni.jy FoF_= EMJ0Y YOU KMOW WHAT %%ﬁlgteléi%&
]
JUNI. M il - tomorrow.
We are still : G000
hopeful that we can ~ Hsh, still MIGHT,
determine a cure for communicating in ZIR.
your insanity = nonsense. Come
JHEFIHlT"I". TAMLU, on,Sashah WITH
I TOLD voOuU, | AM RESFECT
MOT IMSAME! MY IR
EYES ARE OFEM! 08
e

100. [Device]

HE HRS LEFT. AT OME TIME, FHYSICAL-vOU I-_
| EROUGHT ME [DEWICE] AMD -

HELLO, THIS-YERESIOM-0F-

YOU-THAT-I-HAWE-MOT-HMET. J|_.ASKED ME TO SIWE [DEWICE]L JMTHAT... FEELS STRAMGE.

| AM LIEUTEMAMNT TZERMIKOY. TO VOU AMD TAMU IS NOT T = RTTACH-ED
RS TO KMOW AEOUT [DEWICEL -EL.

w0l MAY CALL ME SASHA. LET US MOW FERFORM
FREFLACED WITH THE DIAGHOETICE,

A CAMFOM WOREKEE.
I SEE. TAMU CERTAIML'Y
HAS A FREFEREMCE,
DOESH'T HEF

” FHYSIGAL-7OU
f ZAID [YOU SHOULD
THAT IS MOT RELEWAMT. | HAD TO DETERMIME ITS LOOK WHERE Y OU
TAMU TELLS ME THAT COMMECTOR-IMTERFACE KMOW MOT TOD

FHY SICAL-Y0OU0 HAZ DIED. IM SECRKET. | DO HOFE You ARE RATHER ODD.

HE TELLZ= ME MARNY THIMGE, IT IZ A TRIUMFH.
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[101. Hang in there!!! :D :D :Dj
m THIZ AEAMDOMED FOD EAY
IS FROEAELY IM HARD

DAMGLIMG WACUUM., THE WIMDOW |=
FEOM A ZEAT CRACKED FEOM THE IMFRACT.
q CAREOM MAMOFIEERE HOLD

IT TOGETHER EUT FALLIMG OR

IT COULD MAKE THEM SHEED. H\OSE A H\F:: last

So uplifting,

| just thought Swing with

we should spend IS, you've me, Maybe we
. ; can dt least qet
S few T

Yeah. roll You'll break
) the window!
Even if we Better Hhan

somehow manage ' i
to get out of this JSRRIET #1192
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right? Those

weird things

looked like Gee, what
trouble. happened to you?

Your sparkle is all A

d up.

74

Oh crap, I'm
back in Kajoshu,
arent’l?

Back? You
mustve taken
one heck of a
knock there,




| see. Eugene,
could youdo me
a teeny favor?

Ugh. What's\
your name?

7 No, ma’am,
| havent. Just

was an Aikengyu

with me. Blue skin, An
shaved

seen him?

Oh, oh jeeze.. |
couldn't tell your scent
and you dont have any
spurs so | thought... er,

I'm sorry, sir?

No, I'm not—
argh, forget it.
| shouldn™t care

so much.

head. You[ Aikengyu?
Here?!

So, the favor,
| really need to find
my Aikengyu friend.
Can you help?

| guess so.
Is he down there?
Maybe we can hunt
some of the bugs.
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Don't call

| mean they
were a bit big for
me but | guess we
could split one.

If that isn’t
too forward of
me, | mean.




Look,
there he is!
Sam!

thought
you were just
dreaming. Or
cazy

[108. Complicated]

Look, we =
came from the
South. We didn't
mean to end up

P row dya
just end Up in
thisica -

I can explain,
but it’s somewhat
complicated.

A you
all right? Were
pedlyeds

T
litHe nose

e
the b ugs | was
talkin 2}

HUngarbyo? a

Eugene, ‘
that’s not a
bua. Hello
s

g 2
%

4

L f
P
I

B/

Hi: AREM
ol .
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oh, I'm
sorry. Sam, this
is Eugene.

Where
did you two

& sparkle?

That was plain
secmiiobe

Hoal Wheee
are you?

“Mother?”




So this /" Well, sure, i '
little drone bot not out loud, sparlk eeltnl.]t:’am Tﬁ\W/f,CraP-
tells me it belongs \ - < but didn’t you }fand it wasn't like atrigures.
to someone named } ( Tells you? hear it in its 4 critter. but th T
“Mother” and that : sparkle? if you're hearing \Z iy
. Wwe should go Lady, youre™ g G you wanna n;lee
see her. screwy. It didn't Okay, fine, : my mom
say a thing, I'm crazy. Great.
You know anyone Well, our
using the name £7broodwitch likes \
Mother? to be called that.
Her name’s, uh,
Hira Melrose.

% : | mean | D
Sl ' Yes, Hi don’t know from Whyrdont

You know our ; 1 ou let me i
: actually is m = Of course A | Asking
broodwitch? fegtes 80, y politics or | was pretty tiny finish— 4\ hat sort of

back then. aberration

21
Oh, yes, Hey Sam, Well... lam?!
spawned you? | recognize this up for walking when you put
[Grit thats place. I'remember a few more kilos? it that way.. TaP—
A this stream belng We re near my we've only been

You're Vlllage' | walking for what,
asking ?H\is holl” o deci?
houy?

{)

R /
|
kg N\ i)
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(111. Outside the village|

) Hey he's 0 Ueah, but I'm | was jo—
tréel;rrléghvtv’e d heutrois === hot & natural J/ Uh, you {'ealize
Hold up a bit. 20 What are | '\ that’s a cloaca
| shouldn’t wear my i e  you talking What
huntin’ kilt into town i~ about? atre

,d

without a proper kill /%, Hey, what'su, you guys talkin’

: Oh, just

You're one > ( how masculine
to talk. N had.¥ ‘ you are.

to show for it. breeze, can't you i about?
dde[‘dii} keep your

clothes on For even

ntr

’ Sam, you can't N\, Um, that's

come in here. This S, yhot Hey there, ladies! not quite what |

is a sacred place.fg ud T do meant...
Egene pIease‘While ,;1°7“'“‘ I've got here a gen-u-ine

keep Sam company.Yn s Aikengyu, came all the way :

Show him aroun here from the South! m

r something. That clom
Oh, Eugenel! is S0 soft %
11@ Please, o~
. ladies, one )’ ﬁ

at a timel

A

THIZ 15 WHAT
WAE MEAMT TO
HAFFE
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113. Inside the

ou see, this egg
is also unfertilized. : I'am so
|'m so sorry. Thank you, very sorry for p
Mother. m sorry that, Rumi. 0 & r;l'h?\\;l |sha|| iy
hese are from e § idn't mean Yes, you . I’Igsr;(,e fa%!]ilt;l”? s
your third partner, A ; p could say that... but
correct? anyway, yes. Adoption.
Often mothers are killed
oh i e
my... ,
Oohm es. Please them new mothers. |
I wil I...y)'/gs. Wait out PR BRI
there.I'll be just a i
moment.

TS (5 G0
private consultation.
Could you please—

Give mé : Come on,
dear. | have some
nice fresh grubs.

Eachigy J But the pod

shoes! Hee, it's

all “moof moof
moof!” Cute)

was diverted here;
You look here, by whatever’s

¥ hungry. Have you : in control...
S eaten? _— I'll make
[ Something risotto. You
meant for me still like that,
to come here.
But why?




and | ended up
[iEre: you had come home
until Tsan’s child

i ?
S said my name?

Eugene? Yes.

Out of
curiosity, did he say
what he was doing

in the cave?

Several rounds ago, Tsan was off on one
of her reckless adventures. She fancied
herself to be something of an “explorer,”
and was intensely curious about the
strange items in the cave. Goodness
knows what she thought she

might find.

As always, she returned
empty-handed, but not without bizarre
stories and an intense fire in her eyes.

What really
( happened to his
\ mother, Tsan
Rumio.

~He was
out huntlnﬂ, and
| guess he heard

e drone robots Why would

he be hunting that
far away? | think he )
was looking for

rescuing me. I think you

may have some
answers. insight. i
Answers?
Answers to
what?

I am going
¥ to make Some tea.
Would you like

She claimed that she found a shrine in
which the spirits of the dead could talk
to her. When asked what they said, she
could not make any sense — her words
became erratic and incomprehensible,
and even her sparkle became like
that of a... foreign being.

| decided this was far
more than we could handle, so |
contacted the Southern government.

Delegates came and took away the
contents of the shrine, and Tsan and
her followers killed themselves
in despair.

~ Ul never
forget Tsan’s altered
sparkle, Juni...

Somehow, she recruited

several others into her little cult.
They all went to see the shrine,
and they all went just as insane.
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[117. Channel surfing|

sparklin’ a-

[118. Preemptive multitasking]

Argh. Tamu,
do you know where
Juniis? I'd like it to ooraven't
take a look at—_4 either? | see. I'm
losing my feathers
here.

~ No, there’s
a light which keeps
coming on, and it
makes my simping
brother go nuts.

Yes, once
a deci or so.

MEH. WHAT ARE | said,
CHAMNDRA/EAMDRA stop that, you
UF TOF retard!

This is so
frustrating. This
Ianguage as no
orthography...

“Court summons

was required?” Wh

is that phrase use
SO0 much?

Yes, | was
hoping Juni could
figure It out— yeah,
it seemed to have

some insight
before.

Ack, I've

ot to go. He’s Y Mo, DoM'T

iddling with the | sTaF HIM!

input device
again.

Ha, yes, ~
almost as If it
‘were a Homin
itself. Wouldn'’t
that make it
easy.

nice to see you
again. How are
you feeling

TAMUT WHAT ARE g
¥OoU DOIMG WITH-
OH, WwOU'RE IM
HERE WITH ME!

Oh, I'm sorry, I A e
didn’t realize you NGy
ere in a sleep cycle:

I will hawe Sasha adjust
your circadian rhyt.

so I don’t disrupt your
dreams again.

[
3
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Oh, very well. About l I.. w this

e it Xoy wena must be difficult

SAID | DIED. assassinated. In

aws : S Sats for you to hear.
ReElfact, an tnvestigation | vt roalt: 1 ccems s O~
1 e good Captain saw you
rather complex affair. 10 25"y Y hreat to Sam’s W%ll— OH, Ha! 1T

being, and he acted t FUTS ME AT
protect his junior
Lombard never got agent. His initial attempt
over the... well, we failed, but a few days
don’t need to get ago, he had Agtent Tanya

into specifi arris snipe at you. Sam .
was with you and Harris killed

I wouLn him as well. Your bodies haven’t

LIKE To. been found, but we have a full

confession and sufficiently
convineing evidence.

\ -
OH. NI:ITH|HG. /
W'OS

Sorry, what
was that? It didn’
translate fully.

(120. Multiplicity]|

Juni, I have to sa; Oh;of course, you o I...see. Quite. In any case, one
hat this attitude of ’ see, you aren’t the first of your previous incarnations
yours is rather... simulation of Juni managed to do something
different. Not that elrose. In the past uite interesting... while yo
am complaining. DIFFEREMT® every one we've run has were alive, you somehow
How saz eventually become, shall anaged to introduce ne
3 we gay, spiteful memorieg into yourself,
, 1 SNO ‘ IF YOl WERE =
say that by now you STUCK IM HERE WAIT, WHICH Yol AM |7
would have normally, WOl WauLnD TSk, gr ar\
turned... sour. FROEAELY TURH
= - N\ IMTQ FROZEM .
\7 COMCEMTRATED
. HATE JUIGE Too, L

) o -
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In any event, this
led me to learn about
your species’ na,tura.l
elec roreceptlon SPARKLE! |

the. It
seems that your
organic brain was able
to interpret the energy
signatures coming from
the synthetic one.

(122. Seeing double|

il I;Ih, the®

L PUEEEl 15 Really?
sparfﬁlng What% it
again. saying?

Naw, it
just stopped.
Oh well.

- And, at some

point, your organic
brain became go attuned
that the simulation was
a.ble to, shall we say,
collaborate.”

be able to direct.
communicate wit
other Spadetails
as well.

So you're
back— Oh, hello,

Aw, jeeze,

now that | see you

N side- -by-side...
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| Eugene. Have
Mother! you eaten?

théory, I have
annexed this prostitute.

ardo i
but I prefer the term
personal assistant.”,
—

Ohl | Yes, I'm
get it, youre) that kind of
a parth' abomination.

Juni! Havin
no father is nothing
to be ashamed of,




[123. Complicated|

Why didn’t
ya just say so?
ho cares?

| care! It's

thing reminding me
that 'm supposed to
be female. Gah.

124. Clutter

Juni, I would like
you to start by talking Seth.
to... I'm sorry, what wasJL1s the office
your name, again? Juni Melrose
listening?,
To Seth here.

HELLO THERE.
SETH!

@F\f_ﬂb

Did you
hear that?

’ Why does
that matter? So

just another stupid you’re a lesbian

But I'm not

like me. not a lesbian!

( your relationship

with Sam?

Juni, talking No! Where,
to you. s it? -
; What, the L_#»
Right there. sparkle box?

TAMU, WHAT
ARE ¥OU TRYIMG|, omt
TO DO HEREF OH,ftitis.

OURE EAGK!

WHATT MO,
JUST TALKE TO
THEM FOR A

ARGH, DOM'T-
OKAY, FIME, I'LL
. IMFRQWISE.
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would like to

like you, and I'm
finall'l'y meet

Speaking
of which; | “Him," mom.
Jarbreeze! | never
o should have simping
: told you about
I'm sorry, ~that.

”'ma’ams, but this

l\is a very confusing

conversation.

eth doesn’t Sir, while

hear your respect what
words you've done for
Kayohash rights i

M, WHY th_e South_, I th_ink
wauLn HE=|Lthis is a bit weir

’ 'm just going
What? You can’t 2 9%

leave! I've commandeered
yoy! For science! g

TRAMU, v au eah, uh,
DoM'T UMDER-|| good luck
with_that.

TAMU, %OU DOR'T

HAWE TO OO THIZ.

THE REEAL JUHI IZ
STILL ALIWVE!




125. Relay|

Look, we're THIZ 1S FERFEGT.

getting off-point. | was I'M TALEIMG T2 TAMU
sent here for a reason and RIGHT ROW!

| don’t know what it is. Get that

Oh... OH. ™ away from here. Eugene, :

OH,WOU'RE BEACK! Goodness, How the breeze did\ \ It will infect the keep my mom {sPeaking to
HI JUMI! HI MOM! that thing’s you get control of village! here. Mom, please\SPirits!
sparkle! Why this drone?! ' 1' stop freaking out.

It asked to id vou brin
see you. Wait, etk e £ Hey Sam! | could

“Hi mom?”

THE REAL JUHMI IS STILL use your help
W ALIVE! ' how!

3arl:ﬁ«efz‘|e, ~ ¥ What?! Byt ugen@c, ﬁnt 5
ou spadefdils dre S [ i h— someone to watc
S sam, this is my so good! Did you say = SRR over the temple while
mom, Hira. Mom, § youre Ieavmlg. You I'll explain she’s gone. You have
his is Sam. Look, we ljust got here 'l need 4 o the way. No, W&\ been very helpful.
What does don't have a lot of to cure you— mom, we’re going. Thank you

"whosagoodboy time to chat. You're coming Yesm. My

mean? \ 2l Nie with us. @Y mother would no right to do
e piece of foreign thank you, | his!
back to the South. Yl rubbish! :
A transport will Hey, calm

be here soon. down, there. { the drone! It's

me too! Uh,
sort of.
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[127. Something wonderful|

I'm sorry
about how confusing
this all is, for both of you.
I’'m not entirely clear on
what is going on,
_ myself.

There are things

going on here wgich

are iggferthan all
0

128. Landing

IZSH'T IT IRQHIG
How ol TREAT ME LIKE
A FILE OF DEFECTIWE

THOUGHTE T @

IT WAS MY
MISTAKE WHICGH
CREATED WOl

Your
mistake?
What?

S0 TYFICGAL.
WoU, ALL EMOQWLEDGE

EUT WO MEMORIEZS.
. HowW FATHETIC.

I have
g{memories
now!

For some reason,
this simulation of me
needed you to come to the
South with us. It tells me that
it is safe to go back. It's not
the same one as before... but
it has somehow obtained
information the others
haven't had.

Gah, I'm... I'm
trying, but it's so
complicated.

WES., EUT THEY
ARE MY MEMORIES,

MOT YOURZ,
W 'd prefer we try
A\ to be friends.
WHAT'S THE
FOINT? YwouU DORN'T
EWEM EXIZT.

7
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7 Hey!

@

sle
e're

B "Something
terrible.

ey W

epyhead,

lpahdi‘nq /’Nn, | must

have drifted
off.
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ot Jni, problem. This is I Tsk. Sasha,

you kessel. | amy] in? normal back in #be a dear and get
- Hira. Juni still i i - Officer Melrose a
7 Oh, goodness. ] you have a nudis; more suitable set,

I am so sorry! Itis
_{ nice to fina.ll%fr meet complex. F

You ondg

you in person. Will
‘_ you be staying
here?

Juni, you -
stilll e Ean So where And why are

. are we going We're going you responding
mber(\;vuhgyh%/%,leve now? to my place to drop Because il Hﬁaro?
> you and Sam off and
- \ nobody else here
get some clothes, and khows Kol )
Mom, | told then | need to make [t's rudd oL
you, you'll know a couple of visits. : Do you

when | know. know what else is
‘l\ \ rude? Abducting

your mother.
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[131. Confusing]

Hi, Leonard, So this is No, mom,
et a temporary my home. | feel Why it straw isn't a very
key for _m_\(_mother? Sure thing, like I haven't been )} /so big and so reusable substance.
She’s visiting from & Officer. Dressing here in a tenround empty? You do Some people eat /

_ Kajoshu. casual today? and a half. not have any it, though._
] — ~ Oh, right,

nesting?

Our bed is
n the othelr room. 1‘00‘:I : t_hetrhe’ska_tc%mm
You can sleep on 0 straw ™ g node in the kitchen.
th? couch,tor we can | (| jike to slee Yé)uuvfgrrlltogﬂ%rt\ﬁvgah
get you a temporary / Eoti e y t vl
mattress if you ( send it up the
like. b You make
it sound so
simple. 4

(132. Heading out]

I quess | Oka
. y, mom,
|0€t. mt fatvorltel I'm sorry about all Okay, you
coat in the tunnels. this. | know there’s two, have fun. Stay

Meh. That really eats, GUE of Troublel
into my material Henhh 3 good reason, It had -

L though.
_ budget. Heading back ) ; g better be.
- out, hon?
Tamu and -
Sasha are waiting
f(|)<r me outstairs: ¢ hgivn’ltga(g lslhrggvi
eep mom out !
o#)trouble. = need my help.
 / Don'teven — -
start gendering
mé, dear. A
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133. Visitation lefts

Hello, Juni! ’ Does he ‘ Tamu,
Edward. You are still have to be here? I please leave

alive! think that we would
discuss this matter
in private.

And waive
the right to use
what you say in

the tribunal?
This is not "\
.‘ for the board of
regents’ ears.

No thanks
to you. | hear youY” I didn’t! I
tried to kill me_d4 was trying to
help you!

The square
root of love is
happiness.

I still fail
to see how that
fits the evidence,
Captain.

H-how do

you know that What? He’s

phrase? gone. You can drop Y|

the amnesia act.

What act? . .
That phrase was a
personal joke. Why L~ When you said

would | ever— 4 you'd forget everything,
I thought you meant it
metaphorically.

you would fix this. If you got me
stuck in here I swear I'll get

Oh, raspherry.
Well, did you at least
accomplish what you

needed?

flufifiy89

Breeze if
I know. You were in a
hurry. You just said you and
Sam needed to be scared
into disappearing.

AN

Look, you kessel, £
we had a deal. You promised No, it's hyperhole. A

someone to kill you

93

threat would be more like, “I'll
release all our plans to the press.
Try to play that for sympathy, you
for real. Homin-loving eunuch.”

flufifiy89



135. Sending regards

Juni, wait. I'm
sorry, I'm just tired and
frustrated. I’m not being
fed well and it's hard to

sleep in here.

This stupid
perch is so slippery,
and these chains...

unfit, and delusional.
Talking about “plans”
and the like. | think we
should consider a
psychiatric—

Okay, fine.
What can | do

to help? know. Get me out?

Heh. No, I guess we're
not in a position to go

Go... public? public just yet.

With what?

Seriously?

Maybe just...
recommend me for a
psych ward or something?
You have a lot of sway with

What? No!

He’s being tortured
in there. I don't think
he was acting in
malice.

Juni... he
tried to kill you, a
senior officer. Or had e,
you forgotten that maybe | was

important fact? | supposed to.
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Il see what
I can do. Frankly,

I might have to join
you there. My sanity
isn't exactly in high
regard at the

moment. The Othel‘

thing you can do

is just remember.

I know you have it
all locked away

upposed
to... forget? )

Juni, I think
it’s time we had
another therapy

session. Hmph.
" 1'd rather

That was net.

not intended as )
a request.



|137. Talking Heads|

Juni, what’s the X Tamu, may | )/~ Sometimes N

earliest thing you ask a question which | feel like I’'m just '\
remember from the J* s —d might seem a bit // You've a puppet, that the

past, oh, several S \yaking up in N\ strange? _( never needed real Juni is trying

the hospital... | felt - issi to control me.
sore all over, and for
some reason | could n. >
not remember | the original Juni 5 getting rather

Yes, that \ Melrose? frustrated. /
was after a seizure, LS 7 strange. Yes, >

after we decided to try of course. Who )
a temporary memory “We” . else could you
suppression. meaning...? } be?

You and
me, of course.
Who else?

Why do I’'m always in this... Dreams can be
you feel like = space, and there’s another influenced by many
you’re not the ' ( Juni, who | think is the real things, often taken

real Juni? Many things. one. Sometimes it tells me out 6fc0ntext.
: “Randomly” ending up cryptic messages, but lately

in Kajoshu when | was trying it's angry and it wants

to just go North, other-me its body back.

telling me | needed to bring my

mother here... and she says

my sparkle’s different.

For example,
the simulation said that
to me, about you, and mind you
Oh, and in Kajoshu, I still don’t understand how it
other-me said, “The real was able to relay between us.
Juni is still alive!” That's But perhaps you simply
what got me thinking, ~ misconstrued it.

And then I've J Hm, well,
been having these it did say it
dreams lately.
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|139. TheraEeutiC|

Tempting Oh, sorry. It
i y. It's a Wait, so why did |
as it is to ask you Kajoshi word, for the find that odd? All sparkle
" about that relay, this sensation of a creature’s has a scent. Yours is
is therapy for you, not an

interrogation. Bo. Go back electric field. | guess a _ [likelemons. ?
- 8o. literal translati [ =
further. What is the last T don't know, lteg: ][tlzzni Pa;zlr; pog d P cee. And 7 Anyway, then |
thing you remember /it's pretty hazy. | guess “shimmer.” what was 5o odd remember thinking,
before your first / Officers Corentin wanted : about this thing’s and seeing you but not
~__Seizure? help with something, some “sparkle?” in person, and | got a...

sort of big boxy thing with Well, it wasn't a bit frustrated.
an odd sort of sparkle. a creature, for starters, g

T've heard The repository? and for some reason | And then there
that word before. could... smell it. Like | was the other me...my
What exactly is can smell other... body, and I... wait, that

“sparkle®?” was after the hospital.
Never mind.

I smell
like lemons?

|140. Fragments|

So, is it fair r You should know I should have
0 say that you don’t that a lot happened in \ paid more attention.
remember anythmg that time. You did some Your neural interface
between encountering rather... curious work, project... I should have
the Homin information rather obsessively, realized that was

repository and waking ) shall we say. Dom’t get . a step too far.
from the seizure?, Stherthan the on’t get me J

fragments from the wrong, I'm glad
simulation? No. Thoes finally decided to work I don’t suppose you

with the other organeer ;
what, four decs that . - know Wha:t you did
I'm missing? heads, and discovering thatee

Sasha has been a

Tncidentally,

maybe if you
hum a few

fifiy 89
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|141. A walk in the Earlfl

' Tamu, am | ’Atpresent?
insane? £ i

w/ Aside from some
rather odd notions,
no, you seem quite

lucid. Are you
That Homin J. 1

hing from Kajoshu...
did it come from my

mother’s village? Hira Melrose

is your mother, yes?
When she contacted me
\ Iwasn’t sure, but now
N\ that I’'ve met her...

142. Makm scents

Are you sure
you want to do this?
You remember what
happened the last

time, yes? I'm not sure
| even have a choice.

We need answers.

I could talk
to it through a data
node and act as a

intermediary.

I'll be fine,
Tamu. And if not,
I’'m sure you can just
“protocol twelve” me

or something.

We are...
closely-related,

/ She told me
let’s say.

that a hunter found
the device, and then her
sparkle changed, and she
“went crazy.” And | guess
my sparkle has changed
in the same way.

- And now you
and she and S0 many others
M\ say that I've “gone crazy” too
but I don't see that.

me. Er, you. Or
whatever.
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You perceive
nothing wrong with
what you've done in

the past round?

’ No, | realize

| have acted quite
strangely, and | don't
remember most of it
which is also... But
I’'m not crazy,

Tamu. 2
| don't know

what'’s going on,
but I know I'm
not crazy.

flufify89

D TAY! D WOULD
O g HUG wou EUT |
AM A LITTLE EIT
INMCGORFORERAL

sparkle smells a
bit different
this time. 4
- =
O FEQUISHY # 7

[L0g

| am going
to have such



143.[hrectuqechon

I WISH | GOULD

SHOW v au WHAT IT 1=
LIKE IM HEERE! IT IS WERY
"|STRAMGE EUT ALSO WERY

COMFORTAELE.
Yes, I've, er;
been in there. | don't .

Okay, look, can
you please stop talking
in blue? Itis giving a
me a migraine. [

Why are you,
er, talking like that

YES, ZILLY!
ol MADE IT FOR
ME. | AM SURE OF
IT. IT HAZ YOUR
T|SCEMT OROIT.

!

breeze did you |
just do?! How

98

Well it makes a

my head hurt. More ooo o
than you normally L 9
do, anyway. OH AMD

HalW 1= SAMT
HMD DID Yol

remember it being so It'’s like a jumble of TALKEIMG He's fine. ERIMG MOM
nice though. 7 thoughts withy [LIKE WHAT® THIZ He and Hira are y1J HEFE?
WAY TAMU CAM'T resting.
s UMDERSTAMD ME. 2 GooD, G000,
IT IS IMFORTAMT HE YOUR FLAM IS ALL
MOT EMOW, ¥OU TOLD COMIMG TOGETHER.
SASHA-AMT T TELL
=\ (Z ME THAT. Ergjn‘,‘,
= .
= ~ .
(._.
7
My plan.
STROMGLY o
| oA, BEUTIT 1= b1 F LIER | AM SOREY | HAD o
i TO RUSH IT. TAMU WAS AEOUT
jiion Niokr EvER SINEE [~ ~o P oo FonEinING ek s 37 RIE
AMD | HAD A EIT OF A FAMIE
SAZHA-AMD-TALES-LIKE- AMD THE DROMES IM KAJOSHUL
THIS GAWE ME [DEWIGZE] THEY ARE MOT WERY SHMART.
TO [FLAYI WITH. " OMLY FOUR TERAFLOFE!
flufifiy @9
144. Overload|

r Kayohash? \
Why is he in this
room?

leave! I've commandee
ou! For sgience!

(=) "
WE MAY EE A FHYZICIST
EUT I'M FREETTY ZURE THAT




145. Relapse

Tamu, dear,
could you please
come in here?

I'd like to
ave a word with you.
Do you think we're just
slabs of meat for your
experimenation?!

[146. Vicious cycle|

Look, Tamu,
you know better than
anyone what Kayohash
have to deal with when
we come here. Kajoshu
is so... backwater that
most of us have no Yes, it

Seth, the Kayohash
prostitute you had in here.
What would you do if he had
heard me? Wiped his mind to

you gesticulating)o
[\ towards that

But even ones
who come as children get
pigeonholed into being part of

the sex trade. It's a vicious cycle.
Most are fine with it but | sure
as breeze wasn‘t. And then
the ones who are...

| uh... wow,
dizzy. Sorry, what
was | saying?
I believe
you were attempting
to supply me with a
new cloaca.
Yes, well, uh...
don't... do that again.
Ask me before you try

to muck around with A —
anyone’s brain in ” AT

| I preferred you
reckless.

Well, you
never seemed
to object.

Our relationship
has benefited me just

useful skills. is fortunate for Seth was as much as you.

you that you came quite willing selling a service,

to the South in time to earn. Tamu, not their

to receive a decent bodies.
education.

They are

“just another
spadetail.”
You can‘t
simply “commandeer”

them for research.

that isn‘t how
you still see
me.




’ I take it from
this tirade that you are
the complete Juni? Are

your memories restored

up to the scan?
No, not at

all. Juni just showed
me what happened in
this room. It felt it was
important I know,
and | tend to

I'D EE WORRIED
IF ¥OuU DIDM'T!

wso I spent some fime
bouncing between jobs,

I coul _work

Well, we're
not married yek,

Oh, hi, \
duni! Did

You—

You are

when duni gob the idea %g?ﬁgfg:rdj ) 1

its idea?

L
Tsk. Soare we
wasting our time wit
this? I'm not sure it’s so
]'.mgorta.nt that you recall
what happened for your
first dec of insanity, and
it certainly wouldn’t
know about the

7 4
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It seems pretty
clear to me that whatever
the repository did to you makes
you unable... or unwilling to

MO DOM'T No! Don't
SHUT ME shut me down! |

need me the way
itis!

@ Soing to get a coherent
@\ sentence out of you ever,
again, am I?

flufifiy @9

Is that how
you are supposed
to use doors?

Only i
your hame =
is Auni. That'sis a
A strange rule
to have.



149. Specia

murdered it”A

"\ thing."No longer

Tamu, that
kessel, thinks he
knows everything
about everything
but he’s such an

idiot and now /
it's dead. 4

”  Me! The
simulation. Gone.

Just when we were

becoming friends,
and it was making

sense, becoming /

clear...

101

One moment it
is alive and pleading
for its life and the .
next... quiet. 3““'--;

|
it was _IV\JSI'
a simulakion,

“Just another There were
simulation, just dozens,
another spadetail,
just something that
nobody will riss.” /
This one was Hon,
special. A you're dways )
. — special,

flufifiy 09
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150. Ring ring ring, ba-data node

I don't Well that

I'm sorry,
was strange

feel like talking. Officer Melrose is
Tell them I'm uhavailable at the
busy. N\ moment, Can—

5T Kind of weird

Juni! I've
been meaning to
talk to you.

Hi, Corentin.
| just got a strange
call, and | think it was

from your brother. You think

it was?

Sam answered,
and whoever it was
just, er, honked and

disconnected.

How strange.
| thought he was

napping.
~TX /a
(;

—

Has he
ever called you Not that
before? I know of. I didn‘t
even realize he knew
how to use a data
Oh, he does. node.
Mostly he uses it
to listen to class
schedules to fall
asleep.
=
&
(|
N

105

Um, whoever N
it was, they called
fo say “honk honk,

honkhonk hrronk,” v

Strange.
How well does
it work? Once they
- 1 added a course to
the non-toxic vegetable
cultivation degree and

he was upset for

a whole dec.
Your -
brother is kind
of weird. Yeah,
| know,
right?

ﬂ

709



152. Along came a sniper|
fAre you sure

flre you reall ! fllso, m
sure abour this? ? feel I_;uelikzk%uolren?ic:\s’sf?\c:ime? hooves are starting
bad about leaving your I'd ke to qo back T fo erach
mom home alone. She’ll be Cyn's and ‘get some Meh, shoes. You wouldn't
fine. Obviously she shoes ?i,»;l-, What is it with the get damaged if you'd
needs to catchup - South and clothing? just pay attention to
onsleep. A Shoes, shirts, pants... - your surroun—
why do we separate =
And | left T ourselves from
the note. I'm the world?
pretty sure she ;
canread. ¢

Hey!

Watch v}{/here
you're goin,
will ya?!

separation 50 much Of course?
as protection. Haven't Y So I learned
you ever stepped on not to.
anything Sﬁdrp?
, find sharing
a sedt with someone
else's bare rectumu,
that's just gross,

Betty a0

Hmf. 7his * Hey, now, I dld\:!?u;:e lucky I _
; ' fi i don’t want any trouble... idn't have my qun, »
is awkward. uhhy seeing on’t want any trouble 3'

you here, Or ot was just followin’ orders, / I had the Coriolis I know,

all, redlly, ya know? And thoe advantaqe. M you the excellent
orders weren’t to
kill you. It was just
a stinger pulse.

sniper ‘n all.

Shouldn’t
even be talkin’.
Take care. .

Yeah, yeah,

I shoulda questioned
‘em more. But he’s in jail
now and I'm on leave

‘til the tribunal.
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154. Working it out|

‘dhkS
She took a shot
directly ot your head
and you I"hdhk hetf! 7~ she was just
duni; you're Al ob( following orders. No
SUrprises, need to get angry
at her for that.

155. Running ragged

Harris,
wait up. | need
to ask you some

in?
things while— Lo

Li’l critter, I toldja,
I ain’t gonna break

protocol.
Not about

that. You work with )
Sam, right?

Well this bakes
the pastry. You've been
pretty [akalistic lately, and

now this.. What is going "

on with you?!

I'm not sure

I should tell you.

I’'m still thinking
it through.

You got no
idea how ragged
he’s been runnin’
cause of you?

Guy’s even
been makin’ milk.
I ain’t no doctor but
that don’t seem

right.
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find now it's
paranoid aqain, At least
that's normal” For you. After
everything that we've been
through, you sfill don't

breezing trust

you | trust completely.
I'm a bit worried about

myself though...
and Ed...

( What were
they doing?

You know what?
Forget this, I'm qoing I
ack fo Cyn's, Huh? oh
) okay. I'll see you

later. g

Pedfyan9

=
1 guess yer

cute enough, but

breeze if ya don’t

put him closer to /
cremation.

; I know yer
Academy ‘n all, but
we ain’t all equations
‘n experiments,

the right place. I |,
don’t like seein’ /.
m get hurt

Thanks,



156. Change is in the air

EUT | CAM'T. IT
WouULD COMFROMIZE
a THE TRIEUMAL.

THE FROCEZS
THAT MEEDZE TO
CHAMGE. )

DO EWERYTHIMNG |
CAM TO MAKE IT
ALL OKAY

[/ A wITAL FART
OF THE FROGESS
THAT WE ALL HOLD

Z0 SACRED
THE FROCEESES

THAT | CAUSED THAT KEEF= U=/
ALL IJ_F_THI_E MEZZ 4 HAMGIMG EY /
SOMEHOW A THREHD

157. Unexpected

You have
been rather hard
to reach lately, and
have seemed out-of-
sorts. Is angthlng

wrong’

Goodness,
Juni, | didn’t think
you would come

over now. '

| really don'’t
know what to tell
you about the call you

received. My brother )
has been asleep for £
the past deci. ¢

Oh, reaII%/?

| thought that

you needed my /
help.

Oh... how

No, not at G strange.
he moment, (i least havilnsge%p;g)egfious
please come in! : L :
; it got you to difficulty with my /
I'm always glad comge O\yer here, Iifeztyle.

to see you. soitcan'tbe /

all bad.
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158. Commiserxj

When did |

see you Ia_ft, ‘
BT « Wasn't it after

' our lecture last
Foursday?

Has it been
that recently? I've
had such a terrible
sense of time since

that amnesia.

r You know,
that word doesn’t
bother me so much.
| have a tail. It has a

spade. “Kayo” has a
weird phoneme.
| don't get—
Oh, hello

there!

_ v"—,"

Hee, you're
affectionate
today!

Aw. You know,
your brother shouldn’t
pluck your feathers so

much. You might get
an infection.

Amnesia?!
Goodness... you
never mentioned

that! Oh. I quess

I did it to myself.

Something to do

with the Homin
repository.

It’s kinda
hard to piece
it together.

What?! How...
how did you know
about that?! | only

do it in private! Hm? | think
I've seen you do

Goodness, am it once.

| slipping? It’s such
a force of habit. | just
can’t control him
sometimes.

Anyway, his
head is plucked. It
seems obvious that J§
he isn‘t doing it to /\
himself. /
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It doesn't help
that Tamu seems to
just be doing his
usual thing.

> The old man
is bonkers. | still don’t
see why you spend so
much time dealing
with him.

But... has he
said anything about
the repository?

| think he wishes ™%
those spadetails— sorry, |

never found it. _

You understand,
right? He’s so hard to
deal with... gives me

such an eye-ache

Well, it's not his
auIt. Why make him
hurt? It doesn’t help
He'’s my In any way.
simping brother
and he’s a pain
in the neck.




160. A Reguiem for the FCC

Do you think
that Tamu regrets
approving the Homin
translation project?

Not as
far as he’s said

At first he was fells

excited, but now he
seems aloof, or maybe
nervous. It’s hard to
read him.

Well, no,
at this point, I'm
sure that whatever
Tamu wants from us,
the truth is pretty

low on his list. Hm. You

know the reporter Kali
Rosha, yes? We’d planned
on meeting up later today.
| think you should come
along.

just been putting off our
status reviews. #z4% for
all the trouble he’s put us
through, that reporter is
the one who'’s been the
most interested.
“EThE |s

that Homin?

Oh, yes, one
of their swear words.
Isn’t it great? #z4% &7z
BOIFEIT S IEED SF3B|
They knew how to make
some fun-sounding
N epithets. _~

No, Kandra,
you're staying at
home. You make

Kali nervous.

Cuttleslugs

her honk honk hrt /

~ honkhonk!
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"The place you
go when you die," "feces,"

"one who mates with a female
parent," and "milk glands,"
L respectively.

How strange.
Then again, what do
Hiero swears really
mean?
Don’t get us
started. That’s our
most popular first-
year lecture.

Oh, breeze,
look at the time...
you don’t mind if ’

! Honk!
honk hrr

no. Um, goodbye,
Kandra.



162. Some me-not- 1m

Now do you Oh. That Only you
see what | have to one makes sense, ) ( would think THEDRHE, TJEIIIEIL‘?" ol
put up with? He can at least. that. X

> - FIMD OUT WHERE
be difficult to deal with. THE REZT OF ME

Sometimes | just have ~ -
| see... Uh, is WEMT?
6 iR ey it okay to leave him Anyway, don’t
by himself? worry about Kandra.

He'll be fine. He'll find some way to
| leave him alone all ) amuse himself.
(=2 Ly timeA
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[163. Into the loop|

Oh, Officer
Corentin. You are
early, but Melrose

/ Forgive me,
Kali. Juni seems to
share some of our
concerns.

[164. A Scanner Juni|

What is it
that you are doing,
Melrose? I’'m checking
for devices that could

A prudent be spying on us.
move, but how could ‘l
you find anything just,
by looking? I'm not looking,
~ 7 I'm feeling for current.
Or specifically for what
we call sparkle.

Structured
current indicative

_of activity.

I’'m sorry for
not giving you any
updates. | have been
rather... busy.

partner? The blue
one, where is he?
Sam is tending
to some personal
matters. Excellent.
e We do not want

any ears of the

This room
is shielded. I don't
even feel a datanet

] y carrier signal.
'Axis takes privacy
to be exceedingly The lighting
panel is leaking current!
Ch...Corentin’s data node
is trying to connect
but failing.

[ —
What do you
mean by that? He
works for me.

He is perhaps
assigned to you but
I have sources. His
superior officer was
behind the attempt,

: 4
Yes, | on your life.

know that. |
can explain,

And | just felt
you turn something on.
An audio recorder?

Impressive.

If you were not an
Academy oligarch
you could work
for the Axis.

Eh? Most
Kayohash could
probably do

this. .
Intriguing.\ | [
Know any? }



165. Sparklevision

So. Captain Lombard

: ; | didn’t even ’ I don't actually
and | go way back. He is Sam’s know there was Exactlv. emember anything after
C.0. so of course we have spent Y-

an incident! ; ; that, until a dec ago. But |
considerable social time together. e L Tkl ol think I have figured out
Riaht i holdi I Corentin to access the g
IgNE NowW LIE 15N 2 Ho:dillg ¢el Homin repository, and J\some of what happened
awaiting a secret tribunal.

apparently it affected in that time.
Ts this ot : ’I b \ me in some strange Perhaps you
' Itis. But remember 3 two can help fill in
no;?aﬂefgy%he the entire incident you got a pretty bad .

has been kept secret \ headache. You were some details.
even from me. fine the next day,
though.

While Officer But | think
Corentin certainly is CO‘;”d I be corrupt? | he’s become arrogant,
free in discussion of his can’t even get tenure. and that we've all lost sight

knowledge, I have some I just want to do what

] of what's important. Certain
certain standards to It is a matter things need to change.
Yes, keeping / of public record that That's all.

your sources safe your relationship with
from possibly corrupt Tamu Haring is not
Academy officers. 7~ Of course '\ of an impartial
We know. itisn't. Whose is?
| came here to be a
scientist, and he

I'm certainly
not a revolutionary,
if that’s what you're

hoping for.

helped.

So you
do remember
me now.




Well then
could you please
be so kind to at least
hold up your end of
our agreement?

Kali exclusivity on a

story. | gave you my word,
but remember you agreed

that I'd have editorial

Yes, but you
also agreed to keep
me updated with any
new changes.

WHEM THE REZT OF
ME TALKED TO Y auU

COREMTIM.

LIKE AM OZTRICH
TO HME.

Honk!
Honkhonk
honk?®

oS A Z0ORT OF EMLU.
I AM HOT ZURE AEBOUT
AMYTHING RIGHT MO

Well, | haven't
had much time between

the assassination attempts,
almost dying in outermost
vacuum, perpetrating inter-

province abduction, and
feeling my mind-clone
get murdered.

that apparently | set
{ most of it up before | had
my memories wiped to
appease Tamu.

OU SEEM TO LOOK
AT ME MOZTLY WHEHM |
AM THIMEIMG OF WORDE

FOR YOU 50 | THIME

¥OU ZEE ZOMETHIMG

WHEM | DO THAT.

I WILL TREKE

THAT AZ THE
WoRD “YEZ."
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certainly the items
I would hope to have
shared with me.
_7" Fine, then.
= ﬂ Where should |
That which start?

you mentioned of
murder soun

No, the first
one was simply
reset. It's the second
one which Tamu had
murdered. Breeze,
don’'t you pay

ion?
attention? You have

little ability to
make this easy
to follow!




169. I just called to say “honk honk honk”

Argh, look, Meh. Back to Juni, |
it might be easier if | sparkle-land. thought you were
just write all this up leaving. | just got
and send it. How will it another call from
get to me with your brother.
any safety?

Anonymous data
sheet by courier. Use
this data node’s pubkey y ) He sounds
for the decryption. i 7 like he's in big
Argh, o trouble.

that was

I'll leave yo
two alone to plot your Well, if you
government overthrow want to deal with him,
or whatever. _ . be my guest.

Pedfyan9

R—

Kandra? It's You don't Jarbreeze. |
Juni. | got here mind if | call you shouldn’t pretend to
as soon as | could. | that, do you? Your J\understand what you )
Are you feeling brother let it 4 are trying to say. £
okay? . g . _—

Honk, honk
= = honkhonk. /
Well, it’s not o N
what you say, it's the
way you say it. &
> —7 Honk? Hrtonk
honk honnnnk. ,

w I'm sorry Really? If it works
< I left you alone.

for you, | quess it works
Z{ Chandra wanted for me. What did you /
e to talk with have to show me?

Kali about...
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171. The Meeting of the Minds
5! 'f The informaon

repository? I'm not sure
if this is a good idea. The
last time | used it | forgot
everything for the
next round.

HELLQ THERE! DO
I KERMOW Youz

DO YOU KMOW Always? Did
WHERE THE REST the Homin make

OF ME WEMT? you? | DOM'T KHOW

WHAT "HOMIM™
I1S. | AM GREEM
AMD THE REZT
OF ME I=
LAYEMDER.

Are you part
of the simulation of
me? How did you get
into the information
repository?

Is that the
light Chandra was

talking about? | DO MOT KMOW

WHAT ¥OoU ARE. |
DO HOT KWOW WHAT
I AM EITHER. | HAWE
ALWAYS BEEEM _HERE.

Why are
you showing
me this? | can't
read it at all.

| see. Well, |
don’t remember putting
part of myself in there. |
was just using you to...
uh, to look. Aw, breeze,
that simulation put

Really? It
looks like a picture of
flowers and then some
blobs of color.

into me again.

THE REZT OF
ME WAS THAT
COLOR. ¥OU ARE
THAT COLOR IM A
DIFFEREMT ZORT

I quess | .
was communicating
with the repository, and
that picked up some of
my patterns...

more of its memories

ARE “0OU THE |
REST OF MET

No, I...
| don’t know.

Hm. | guess
this sort of thing is to
be expected if I'm going
to have Sasha install my
Homin network neural
interface into oh
crap.

Yeah, |
think | remember
everything now.



173. H he treatmen

I<andra. | don't suppose
that you have any acetyl
salicylate, do you? Honk,

honkhonk. )
. Honk?®
It's also an

experimental headache N

treatment. | thought I'd
give it a try for once.

I'm actually
feeling a bit dizzy
aqain. | should see

Dr. Goldberg.

Honk? V _
Honkhonk hrt | trust him

2 more than Tamu. At
hrronk? least he doesn’t have
an agenda.

’ I just wish
there were doctors

| ‘ who actually understand

174. Perceptive chaos

I had been
working on the Homin
information repository.

Have you heard
of it?

Yes, a friend

of mine was writing
an article about it.
It seemed rather

| was helping interesting

to make it usable.
Tuning its induction
coils, powering the
display, that sort
of thing.

But at some
" point it changed
something in my
brain. i

\ monotreme physiology.

We're not quite like

mammals.

Ever 5|n
switched it on I've

had this extra level
of perception from

! ... hearit,
sparkle things.

4 | smell it. That
didn’t happen
before.

\ g
Hm... have you N
had any head trauma
or used hallucinogens?

Have you eaten any
spoiled grain?
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Ah, Officer
Juni Melrose. For
once you arrive here
while conscious and }
lucid. How may A
I help you?

| finally
remember what
happened to me.

!

I'm not

conversations with
machines which
make sense.

haIIucinating.
This perception has
meaning, and I've had

The brain has
an uncanny ability to
find order in chaos,
even when it isn't A4
there.

that. I'm a scientist,
| know how to observe



175. The ascent of man (and platypus)

| remember
now that my amnesia
was self-inflicted. It was

in order to keep Tamu
happy.

Why would N\
you do that?

The repository
57’had been broadcasting a
signal. It was the first thing
I noticed with the sparkle...
It sounded like vague words
that | could understand but
not quite, like things
said in a dream.

» | had been
reckless with an
experiment, and he
thought that caused
some damage to /|
my “psyche.” £

It all
made sense
but disagreed
with common
knowledge
about our
world.

new... notions, but
| got them before
the experiment. /£

176. Vaguely qualified

I hardly think We just v Back home
I'm qualified to help don't get that V'we have something
you with this. Shouldn’t i(k, unless it’s called a “broodwitch,”

you see a psychiatrist /
or the like? Do you think

- 7'I'm crazy? Everyone

thinks I’'m crazy. Even

| do, sometimes.

fertility and spiritual

terminal. I but they just deal with
guidance.

Well, is there
a... “brewditch” here
you could see?

That's not
something I'm even
vaguely qualified
> to answer. /

~ Actually,
there’s one in my

is my mom, so.

medical attention, so nobody

really has any understanding
) of spadetail physiology or
'\, neurochemistry.

home now. She thinks
I’'m crazy too. But she

Oh? And
why is that,
exactly?

| know this
sounds crazy, but we
{ were brought aboard to
support an ecosystem,
and colonize natural
masses.

This vessel was
{ never intended as a
permanent home,

At this point
it's not even supposed
to exist anymore. We're
what's left over.

Parents do
tend to be critical

of their children, ;
sort of kidnapped

her by mistake,

It's a bit
agplicated.
On second
thought... I don't
actually want to know.
You're fine. Go home /
and get some rest. /

Breeze,
can it get any
weirder...
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177. Venting frustration

Why's it
so smoky in
here?

178. Past present

So, where

e | had some

important things )
to do.
Bah, you
can't spend any
time with your

I'm sorry,
poor mother.

it was urgent.
Did you see my
note?

, | Iy
[\ [p—— | | — HH P

Mom?!
What are you )

' ”Your home
21

domg. > is such a smoke
trap. You should

fix that.

Did you
build an oil
stove?!

Yes, of
course. How else
am | supposed to

And where
is Sam now? You didn‘t
leave him somewhere,
did you?
He never
came home? He was
just going to get some
clothes back from his
sister’s place.
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You don't
have to cook, and
anyway there’s an
induction plate | tried
right there! to useitand it
sparkled. | don't
trust it.

Everything
here sparkles.
How can you

stand it?

and their silly need
to constantly wear Yes well

clothing. you get used to
hat too.
You make it
sound as if | will

be staying here
forever. Oh, no!
That’s not what

| meant at all.

to talk to you about
the future. Starting




Did you ever
ctually listen to what o
ing?
Tsan was saylng Oh, I tried
> = to. It was pure
Did she rubbish. 4
ever refer to the
“Dirt Mother?”/

!

That “shrine” was
left behind by our progenitors.
It was designed for us, and we
were designed for it.

WiFi Antenna

Egg-laying
apparatus

Venom spurs

discovered our ancestors,
we were an odd curiosity, a
genetic relic from a long-
gone era.

A the Dirt Mother.” £

Ugh, yes.
Her religion, “The

Rememberance of Oh, that's

very cute.

Because of
your honorific?
The name she chose

Cute? |
found it rather
insulting.  /

with you.

We were different
enough from them that they
used us to learn so much about
all life on Dirt Mother.

sense is both highly-sensitive and
responsive to subtle changes, with at
least as much perception as our sense
of smell. By varying the field pulses we
have managed to train this specimen
to take simple directions in order to
find her reward in a completely
novel environment. ihat about

background EM

o radiation?

Earth, and still
appears to react to
the ship’s Icarus drive,
but her offspring are
accustomed to it
and do not.

From there we
sort of became their pets,
and when they came to Unity
they began to experiment on
us, and on themselves.
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had nothing to do /

7 How could
you know her \
intentions? You D .

arehyermew “Dirt Mother” is N
2 i the name of where

7 life came from. £
You're 1

sounding like
Tsan again.
—7 it from the same
place... but I don‘t
think Tsan really A
understood. £

They realized
they would eventually
leave us, and they gave us
the tools to survive to
become “heirs.”

Fig. 16b: Example breeding chart indicating heredity of pig-
mentation in hypothetical future generation; fur/iris color (left)
is passed down from the father, while skin/bill color (right) is
passed down from the mother.

gram will be most effective. To that end, we have synthef
ed several different melanin-analog genes which produc
eral different “primary” colors_swhich be mixed b,
bir varying expressions

bsome pairs. I don't th|n]<
Surprisingly, we they really belleved
wa an extreme | e could last this long,
th the same melar but they wanted

eady recognized t
netic diversity. This I us to try.

sins may mate, they will stilTexp .
ations with a minimally-overlapping genotype, and perhap|
s will accelerate the propagation of beneficial mutation
oughout their population. Unfortunately, we can onl

- i Plflysng




181. Ready
Argh... this

Mom? Why

is so difficult. | wish
| could just show you
what | know. It makes
total sense when you

haven’t you said
anything?

|~ No,actually. ~_|

Tsan probably wasn‘t
ready, and you definitely
aren’t. Breeze, | barely
managed to keep

What am |
supposed to say?
| believe you? That

everything you just |

said wasn't totally
ridiculous?

182. Disconnect

Wow, it's pretty
late. | wonder what'’s
keeping Sam. | should
call him.
What does
it matter if he's
not here?

You wouldn’t
understand. It's a
Southern thing.

have the whole myself sane.

| suppose
you want me to
get infected by this }
‘repository” like you
and Tsan did.

I could hardly
even tell.

Oh. He
Hi, Sam. It’s disconnected.
Juni. Are you coming
Serlousiy? & home tonight?
I 'd|redc|\1 |'o|c|l ou, P
Im ot Cynthias F"op | thought
you were just going to I... | guess
) — ast some clothes— he's staying with
Suni; what the breeze e | toniaht
is wirong with you?! ’ ynthia tonignt.

Let me

get you some
bedding.
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183. A ghostly visio

DO MOT LET
THEM TAKE ME i do not
AWAY have a choice.
tamu wants you

to leave me
vou ALWAY S S

HAWE A CHOIGE

LOOK! WE
CAM EE FREE
OF ALL THIZ

/‘* |
You JUST

MEED T ERIMG
ME EACE

|184. Silent in the morning

i would REAL FRIEMD=
like to be your WouLD RAISE
friend MY ZEROTOMIM
. LEWELS

ZAM IE GOHME.
FOoU SHOULD
EHOW THAT.

HOTHIMG
LASTS FOREWER.
HOT EWEM UE.

THAT TICELEZ!
0OH, THE COLORZE! YE=
ToU ARE MY FRIEMD

i wish you
were real. you are
the only one who

understands me

WILL DO WHAT
WE CAM

| AM AS REAL
AS You MEED ME
O EE
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185. Allez cuisine

Hello, get
me what my Juni
has for breakfast.

you very
kindly.

o3 oo p—

eat this every

day? No, just

more frequently
than anything

Why not aloe

have a traditional
Kajoshi meal?

As a politicial
appointee, | need to be
careful about upsetting
the rather large insect

population.

Ape is high
in protein and not
too fatty.

—~
| see that
you are finally
awake.
But breakfast
is on its way! It
will get cold,

Mrghl.
I gotta wash J§
myself. 4

Also, you
probably should

have asked me /
> first.

Also, a single
beast produces a couple
hundred servings. They're
large, docile creatures.
Perfect for such a big
population.

This just
seems so...
savage.

Most
Southerners
would consider
us to be the
savages.

Why?
custard with
a side of ape J

I only carpaccio. £
understood ———
Well, you
will have a new

experien

only fit to be
whores in their
minds... simple,
insect-eating,
backwater

\ hicks.

But that is
not how we're
meant to be. We
must change all
of that.

Thatis
what Tsan
died for.

i

You should
wash up. I'll order
something more
to your liking. £




7. Testimonial under dur

' See, does

that feel better?
You look a hundred
rounds younger.

1

| ordered

porridge.

c
' ? -
treat me this way: —m -

I'm your mother.

for a good cause. |
promise you can go

a0
Ed’s trbuna
is part of a plan to

expose the Academy

some currant

’ You said you
would tell me why

you brought me here
when you got your
memory back.

Well, since
you're here, it would
be helpful if you could
speak at my friend’s
tribunal.

been suppressing
vital research, and
has attempted to

discredit me. But he’s the

Dean General, so it is

practically impossible

to file suit against
him.

“Since I'm
here?” What is that
supposed to mean,

-

=/ | Was a bit confusead
back in Kajoshu. | did
not actually plan to

B bring you here.

b ..

=
|

But it’s
good that | did

Your testimonial
will help.

this will happen
soon?

They say it I

starts today, but
| haven’t gotten

| don't know a subpoena.

these words you
keep using. 4

need you, I'll call\§
and arrange for

transport.  €xplore the city.



189. Bureaucracz 1n—actlog]

State
your name and
purpose.

Officer Juni
Melrose, here for

What is Docket 193857.

the Hiero spelling
of your name? “Me-li-ré-su
, Yu-ni.”

Always
start with

You foreigners
always slow the line
down.

190. Testimonial

\
Officer Juni Melrose? [~
I am surprised that you
would voluntarily testify.

| am surprised
| was not requested
for discovery.

Even though you were
the victim of the assault,
your testimonial was not
deemed to be necessary.

Officer Ed Lombard’s
Academy tribunal.

Hm, you
are not on the
docket. What is
your connection

Not on
to the case?

the docket?!

He’s on trial for
attempting to

Please kee
( your hand o

\_murder me!
the counter.

to defend
him.

But it is.
| assumed Ed would
have said something
that needed my—

v

Both he and your
advocate have stated that
you would be unable to

Look, |
must speak with
the arbiter
There is an
opening in a deci.
ould you like an
appointment?

Y

chamber 2947.
Are you familiar
with the tribunal

process?

' Yes...

I've done this

Dean General Tamu

Haring, of course. Is |[/"No, he

he not your advocate?

e provide a reliable account.
o~
o)
=419
. EL)
My advocate? »
Who would that %8
be, then?
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is not.
Tamu is the 7
root of this whole

problem! | asked Ed
to stage the attack.

| was desper|yyy, really did
ask him to?

walo—<(@

That is
what | thought
you’d want me

to verify.

/1

I would like you to
review his testimony.

Okay.
You may find this a bit
difficult to watch. ~
- Peffyian9



191. Disbelief

Did Officer Melrose
describe the nature of
these “experiments?

Juni said they were
because of the Homin,
that Haring wanted to

Did you direct
Agent Harris in the |-
assault on Officer |{ 1 directed
Melrose? hertomiss. | R
That breezing
Why? eunuch asked me
. to... convinced me
to, somehow.
® o
= =N
-
It said Haring was
R experimenting on it,
rg/‘ﬁ needed a motive to
27 escape the South.

192. Father figure

It was my opinion that
Lombard was hostile
toward you and thus
prone to deception.

While | dislike

being called a eunuch, his
testimonial was basically

accurate.

And your
memories...?

Have been

Lombard.

“recovered since the
last time | spoke to

explain.

| had been assisting
Officers Corentin with adevice

left by the Homin, the beings who

| believe constructed Unity. It...
gave me memories.

discredit it before it

could prove something
about the world.

0

Juni showed me...
things, devices. They
looked foreign. Alien.
And Juni seemed to
know what it all was.

g

And you
believed it?

N

G

i But no, T didn’t
believe it.

did what | could to
understand them. Tamu felt
that | had simply gone insane,
and discounted anything from /
the project as being wildly
fanciful.

Then he began
to experiment on me...
this was an excuse to learn
more about memories and /
psychosis. -
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And then it told me that if I

didn’t help that we would be

doomed, and it would forget

everything, But I decided
not to do anything.

] 1 o

Then it went to
the hospital and I got
orders to distract it.
So I acted.

But Juni still forgot
and it left me here to rot.

That's
enough.

Pedfyan9

He intlimidateld
me into playing along.
Th reatenped 220 giscre?it
me, claimed to be doing me
favors. *l want to bring'back
the Juni | know and love,”
he always said.

Yes, after < :

his wife died, we
grew very close, in a }
_ father/child sort

of way. | literall
; never had a
father.

That is how
he was able to take
advantage of me so

thoroughly.

Pedpyang




93. Coersion

Anyway, at
this point'| actually have
three versions of my recent
memory... my own, and those
of two neural simulants.

Ironically, one
of the effects was to make
me more receptive to external
thought patterns, which is how
the simulants communicated
with me, and gave me
their memories.

They are living
beings. Artificial, yes,
but they have as much a
conscious as you or | do,
and they have been
tortured.

They were created
by Tamu, in his attempt

o forensically determine

194. Agreeable

These are some extremely

dire accusations you have

leveled against Haring. Are

there any others who ma Yes...
testify in support of this?

Officers Corentin,
Doctor Liam Goldberg, and
my mother, Broodwitch Hira

elrose, who is presently

You will receive a one-kaysec
warning before their scheduled
sessions. Please be able to return

to this deposition chamber
within that time period.

Thank you. Oh,
| just realized, Kali
Rosha has some minor
involvement as well.
They may be willing

in the city.
Will you be available to to testify.
watch their testimonials?
Yes.
@) 14
=
Kali Rosha,

the reporter?

Yes.

133

For Tamu to

simpIK shut them off

when |
no longer useful is

e feels they are

tantamount to .
murder. But thatis
—\ his pattern./

And it’s not just
the simulants. He tried

to coerce me... | mean, one
of the simulants into replacing
the memories of a complete

stranger with no regard

for their life.
Wdfyan9

Oh, dear... Is that

testimonial vital?
No... why?

Would that be
a problem?

Good. We will not be
involving them in this
case, for reasons I am
not yet able to disclose. | |, |

§ee.

You will, of course,
keep these proceedings Yes

confidential in the
meantime, won't you?
(277401






|197. Things left unsEokegl

Gave my

testimonial this Look, Tanya,
mornin’. Arbiter’s | know it seems bleak

gonna put ‘im right now but | am positive
away frever. i that everything is going
i to work out fine.

definitely on your
and Ed’s side.

135
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|198. StriBes and solids|

Okag.
| may be a )

bit |ate.

Ugh, which
chamber was | testimonial. It
in, again? seems we have
quite a lot to

Tamu, you
know how these
things are—

d Save it
( for after the
tribunal.

I have to
say, I'm quite
surprised.
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|200. Chandra/Kandra Testifz]
- Sorry I'm Ny
late. | fell asleep, and

then | ran into—_«

I see. And how has the Dean

had us analyze an ancient repository General responded to this?

for information of scientific and
historical importance.
\ ULiL 4 L L D L

Q And have you found
any such information?

Not “with” so much as “for.” He i
|

So far he hasn’t. He’s been
unwilling to notarize anything; the
more | learn the less he believes.
As a secondary plan | have been
working with Kali Rosha to write a

public-accessible rendition. They’re

a mainstream author, you see.

| am rather confused as to why
we were given a subpoena. The

summary involved something
we have no knowledge of.

The case focus has
shifted somewhat.

Yes, I am... familiar
with Kali Rosha.

=

You have been
working with Dean
General Tamu
Haring, yes?

Oh, goodness yes. The Homin were
only a single species but they had an
amazing diversity of culture. It can be
quite difficult to understand them as a
result... right now | am trying to piece
together a timeline of the Ixcasidy
Cultural Revision War.

@
That’s what
they're doing?

Pedfyan9

|201. Falling aEar’j

Could you describe the
involvement of Officer Juni
Melrose in your studies?

Ah, Juni. So strange... Well, we
were having some trouble with
the device, and Juni managed
to get it to work. After that point
it began to behave a bit oddly.

WeII, it made itsélf scarcé.
Tamu said it took a momentary
leave to “sort things out.”

We hadn’t seen it for a while when it

came to a lecture. It seemed... hazy, and ‘

Tamu said something about it “making
a few changes.” The next time we met,

it said it had been experiencing amnesia |

at the time, and then | learned that it
and Kali were working on an article
about some sort of attempt on its life.

Oh, goodness, that’s

not what this tribunal is
about, is it? | am so stu—

Honk honk!
Hrronk.

Oh, oh my. Is Tamu
really capable of that?

Of what?

That’s what this is about,
isn’t it? Tamu didn’t like some
research Juni was doing, and

tried to have it killed?

Oh, goodness, I'm
sorry! Yes, protocol
must be upheld.

edfyiao9



202. Intents vs. Eerctations

Officer Melrose, my mammal
facial expression guide shows
that you are looking irritated.
Was the Corentin testimonial
not quite what you expected?

| must have taken
something they said
out of context. «

—

Also I'm
not a mammal,
by the way.
Precedent establishes
you as “close enough?”

203. D r’ men

Perhaps you could explain
what you had expected the
Corentins to tell me.

That Tamu had
tried to convince them
to stop what they were
working on. That he
had abused his
authority to stifle
their research.

This is somethin,
they had told you

no

Melrose had been dropped off by persons
unknown during a major seizure. When it

Did you ever determine

what had happened?

What, Officer, is your
intention in all of this?

we#ZeL, I'm
just trying to save us
all! This stupid, fragile
world that isn't meant
to still be going!
I'm not going
to chew my tail

while Unity goes
to entropy.

.

~

We have already recorded
testimonial from Doctor
Liam Goldberg. Perhaps

| now is a good time for your

review, Officer Melrose.

Pedyan9

Is there anyone else with whom
you have consulted for advice?

awoke, it had no recollection of who or
what it was. Before I could question it
further, an Agent took it away.

On later visits, it had regained some of its
memories, but it seemed paranoid. The
topic of Officer Haring in particular made
it anxious... It also seemed a bit... manic
when referring to its ongoing research.

It eventually claimed it had inflicted
amnesia upon itself in order to keep
Officer Haring happy, but did not go
into detail. It also said that it was now
experiencing synesthetic responses
that it didn't have until recently.

& T

Whatever is going on, it is far \
beyond my diagnostic capabilities.

lllI suggested it seek psychiatric help.
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\

Not as such, no, although
early on I did ask a reporter
my husband knows if they'd
heard anything. Kali Rosha,
with the Southern Daily Axis.

Yes, I am lguil‘efarm’liar
with Kali Rosha. It does
seem they are rather...
prolific in this matter.

— |

I am beginning to regret that a
conflict of interest prevents me
from questioning them in this.

e
Not that theyd tell me anything...
fedtyan



204. No surprises

Officer Melrose, I find it interesting | see. That is unfortunate...
that if you had not come forward to And what of Vouheveractuall but not surprising.
c}llefen%i Cagtﬁ@n Lor_ribarc}, we wouléi Tamu? formally accuse Very well. .Til.e nﬁxt scflfdule
ave found him guilty of attempte . the Dean General. testimonial is thaf ent
murder. Your decision is admirable. Y Samantha Roa L ay-
However, in doing so, ; .
»é you have only incrirginated Tﬁ?ﬁ’?lg h(;cc] Pardon?
yourself, and shown yourself (: ) I guegsg ") Blease list
fo be unfit for Academy duty. y xR s5m. Poull
understand when
— Could | you see him.
continue my
y research?
) {
\
5 ( \ \
Him? c =

7 You would be barred from
LS such activity until yo
I am prepared to offer you a summary proven complet No...
Oh, I see.

judgment. If you agree to psychiatric ——
| need to see
Very well.

intervention, all charges against both
yourself and Lombard will be droplpgd, it through.
ed. ‘
: efyan9

and these records will remain sea

205. Blue period

Ues, T was Juni's assigned Agent, Urqh, and 3““Ii and Tamu, what a B| duni has been likie an enhirel
I quess for the last thirty rounds. pair o kgsels. kghdl',H‘e. br?e,ze I> (W different person since the whcrle
Somehow the time passed quickly, wrong with them? IF's like it's ol M Homin thing and even acts like
some |arbreezing experiment to them, I doesn't” know what IF was

Bub nof anumore - : Q| doing, even though T Anow it
Ugh, can't ueliev; Pl%aiebe nflin(_iful qot its memory back,

of the profanity,
I spenky 50 long., Agentp Roarke?,

- 3 O.. SOrrY: ﬁ\ihhih aboul them
The last round especially, Kept having just Kinks qmq rume?) T siress,
— I dunno iF its persondlity

to do so muchu our relationship was . TEp— e
in the tank, everything just went I]Itabradegs Fots Farlnla? changed or 1T this ust helped its
' . g true self to shine i‘hrouqh but I

o;hkfdrds.i.d }rh?f c;- meis.L'ﬁverqfh(i?q.
uni couldnt trust me? Like candy, : . T T
I shouldn't have trusted i so much, : J“fli wdnl'j‘?fhm !‘o flOWIH‘ it




206. Conseguences

I apologize for the stress, Agent, but it
would be helpful if you could describe
the “Homin thing” in more detail.

Weird crap: Neural implants and
psychotic breakdowns and brain
simulations;, on and ohu,

I don't even know what was going
on, just that they were experimenting
and Jduni qob obsessive like usual and
Tamu kept on dinking around with ik

207. Respite, fleeting

Officer Melrose? Are
you awake and present?
R —

There are only two witnesses left
on the docket... your mother, and
Academy Officer Sasha Tzernikov.

Somewhere dlong the line, something
Tamu did made something break in
duni's head, and he stopped caring
about the Homin repository and tried
to fix duni. I did what ? could to
help but I only made things worse,

I dunno, deep down inside it
might still be my Friend but
right now I want to be with
what litHe Family I have. Does

that make me a bad person?

I cannot answer
that. You are not
the one on trial.

—
Tamu decided to

wipe ifs memory
as a last resort

but even that..,

Oh, Trial,

IFs like I'm dedling with hwo
different people, and I can never tell
which one I'm talking to, but neither
one is the duni Melrose I remember

| I gob nothing l

else o say ]

Pedfyan9

I suspect that you would enjo You should also know that our
knowling that (gfﬁcer seri o}; Bailiffs have been having great

came forward on its own accord, difficulty ContactlrIlg your mother.
much as you did for Lombard. After Lieutenant Tzernikov gives

us its deposition you will have one
deci to bring your mother here.

Officer Melrose, you
appear ill. Do you require
medical assistance?




208. Solidarity
cwsavaimeaemavs.
its recent behavio
Officer ME-LI-RO-SU’s nature
is one of a non-linear thought
process. It is sometimes hard
to understand. It needs to have

the right questions asked so
that it knows what to answer.

That is not what
I was asking.
Do you believe
Melrose to be
of sound mind?

I do not have “beliefs.” The
facts indicate that ME-LI-RO-SU
acts on an understanding that
is difficult to comprehend.

. Rendezv with m

i, this is Officer
7 Juni Melrose. | need you to
collect Hira Melrose and bring
her to the central court
building.

OI<ay, great.
I'll transmit her
data node ID.

Oh, sorry.
A Kayohash.
Light purple,

lue hair.
Yes,
“Spadel"c]ail.

S

TA-MU’s unexpected intervention. work to YU-NI's advantage.

The creation of the simulants 3 i
was part of its plan. Its neural Fél%rtesttlm&nlql?!
interface to ancient systems in 1AMoL AUt OTIZ6
Unity was part of its plan. you to Vi It was simple to
Connecting a simulant to this | socially engineer a
interface was part of its plan. { Bailiff. I submit to
It testing this interface on any punitive measures
itself was part of its plan. 5 against myself. They
" i are immaterial.

pE—Y e —

The end result of
TA-MU’s concern for
YU-NI's well-being was
not part of its plan.

It is my nature to follow
logical paths of reasoning.
Based on actions of Officer
ME-LI-RO-SU and on facts I
know, my conclusion is that
The events described in the prior it is in the best interest
testimonial precisely derive from of Unity that I continue to

Reltya

Mom! There
you are! The Bailiffs
couldn’t locate you. Did

| don't
know, she

Sorlr;é,h. you deactivate the
cance tls data node?
request. The stupid

thing that kept on
sparkling and telling
me to'come this
direction?

How you can
tolerate all this junk
is beyond me.

=l
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210. SEecialization is not just for insects

This isn't going
well at all. | needyou
to tell them about Tsan
and what the “shrine”
did to everyone.

Why vyes, this
is wonderful weather
we're having. Itis so
nice to see you.

Ngrrf. Mom,
there are more
important things
than smalltalk,

Yes, this is
Me-li-r6-su Hi-ra,
a consult on case

number 193857. She
needs a Kajoshi
translator.

How can I be
of service?

Looking...
We already have a

chamber assigned.
Room 2947.

There is
always time for basic
civility, Juni.
Argh, fine.
Hi mom, have you
eaten? How was

your day? ver

strange.

ask me what my
“specialty” is?

Are you
sure? That's my

chamber. Yes, it is.
2947, Juni Melrose.
I will send for your

Your Hiers i translator.

quite good, by the
wag, but I can see
DY

you’d want 4~ What? / don't

translation.

Hira does.
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Why did everyon

need a translator,

“Specialty?”
You didn‘t go to
Little Kajoshu,
did you?
Yes, | wanted
to see what sort of
Broodwitch you have
around here. What
is “specialty?”

Never mind
that. Let’s just get
you inside.

| really don‘t
think you quite
understand.

Um...
Let me geta
SUpErvisor.



in the clon
Yeah, this

foreigner seems

to be a little bit
confused,

212. Sen

“Yes,
Merideth?
Is there a

problem? o~
I'm neither.

| am Officer Juni
Melrose and | need a
translator and a room}
for Hira Melrose, /
my mother. £

I see there was
some confusion.

Apparently,
j - we are legally the),
Your sarcasm same person.
is duly noted.

Oh, is like
radio? Hello, |

speak Hiero not )| _Hello.lam
good. Juni say | )| Brinand | will

\” can speak to b.ee/OUI’COUI’t
. Kajoshi? ' interpreter. I

\ that is Hira.

/7~ No, I see
two of the same
spadetail. Both of
them are Juni
Melrose.

Your mother N
is Juni, and is visiting from another
province, right? May we
establish her identity

with genomics?
» 77 That wouldn't
Merideth. /" Same data @ work either. We're )
™/~ 7node registration, basically twins,
and this picture 1is ' < '
clearly of both of
them, right?

See?

I apologize
for this. Merideth
can be a little slow
somet|. 1

"ﬂb‘b
See? This
job is hard!

Brin, are
we ready?

have been
asked that! Heh.
Yes, I'm well-fed.

]

Actually, lwas
hatchedin the
South, but my
mother hardly
speaks Hiero.

Ah. You \

Your accent
is strange. What
village are you
- rom?

Oh, breeze!
I’'m sorry.

Yes, Arbiter.
lapologize.

This is soundin]g social. If you
uni

are ready, then must leave
to not affect Hira’s deposition.
If a response is needed then you
will be given opportunity for
rebuttal, Officer Melrose.

W
ﬁf

M
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214. Afterm

215. A trying affair

My poor,
poor Juni. ] “troubl
long have you you had fitting in
A while. béen here? as a child.

y/
| requested some left for the South,

dinner. It isn't going so you could be a
to be something scientist.

weird, is it?
i 7 And about

Tsan and the )

shrine.

So what did
you tell them?

147

| tried to
explain what both
you and Tsan had
told me.

Poor Brin,
it was so hard for
him to translate for
the arbiter. Did you
know Hiero has no / Most of

single word for g/them don't
sparkle? have that

SEmse’

Well, it’s no
wonder they all seem
so disconnected.



216. DecouEled

tell me what
to think

148



218. TreEidation

Good Did you
morning. Did you 5o what tell them the

sleep well? is happening | don't truth?
5 Mh. | had today? want to know.

== some pretty | can’t even think i
You keep mdersesae rdn-sL| P abﬁ it chhedc I<|ing
- o the schedule,
your bedroom e ~ Isn'tit
too cold. E—— important to
know? Then it -
should be It’s not

that simple in
the South.

My whole <
futureis proba
ruined now. 1

219. Exonerationl

Officer Juni 1 e
Finally, we may commence. Good Obviously, my views of the publi

mﬁtﬁse%’ %)?’uygLer ' And you - morning to you all. I am Arbiter Kila government do not match those of
A\ just barged Rosha. I would like to thank you all Kali; our discussions tend to be

for your respective cooperation in quite... passionate. Moving on.
this difficult and complicated case.

(rank must be
meaningless

learned late in the tribunal

process that my spouse was ’
involved in this case. While
their influence was broad, it

It is the opinion of this panel that
-l Agency Captain Edward Lombard

‘ be exonerated of all charges leveled
bl against him. It is clear that he was
was also shallow; neither I nor I only doing that what was required
the adjunct members of this of him, and he never placed anyone
arbitration committee belieVe else in any actual dan er, perceived

integrity was compromised. threat aside.

Rettya
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This Court also believes
that much of the blame rests with
Organeer First Class Juni Melrose,
who has subjected itself and

others to undue stress. a
glvenstressto ersel (n
- and others. /

Ry

However, this
case has exposed some internal
Academy issues with implications
sufficiently far-reaching that a
declaration of opinion
is necessary. Based on the
testimonial presented from
all parties, we feel that Dean
General Tamu Haring has
\ acted irresponsibly.

\

@

[\

e

We recommend it
seek psychiatric counseling before
it is allowed to return to its research;
while science must proceed, it should
not be at the expense of our sanity,
individually or collectively.

intentions were noble,
his actions showed a blatant
disregard for the safety and
sanctity of others and the
Scientific Method.

" Kali implied
they had a job for
e... kind of menial,
but at least it’s not
prostitution.

Ed... I'm
so sorry you had
to go through all
that. And all for
nothing.

At the Axis?

Mm. Well. That’s... couldn’t you

We had to try. At
least I'm reinstated.
But what about
you?

First I'd need~\_i" the Academy?

to pass a psychiatric
evaluation, and you
know who gives
those...

I'll have to
figure something
out, | guess.

150

work for someone else

Addendum: for violations

of Tribunal protocol, Lieutetnant Sasha
Tzernikov is to serve a period of ten days
without benefit of personal translation

devices. I hope it finds this
fitting.

protocol, anyone may dlspute
these findings within the next five
days, after which all information

will be released to the public

Plus, after two
court cases with a
superior, nobody
would want to
touch me. Juni, may
I have a word
with you? In
Sure, I'd private?
love things
to get even



|222. Something sEeciaH

You made me Is this about Frankly, much
out to be some kind Seth? I was merely about your species is a
of monster. I think you testing his ability to mystery. Finding one with
have misunderstood “hear” the simulant. a scientific curiosity like
my intentions I only Nothing more. yours is rare. I thought
lately. got caught up It's not just we had something
in the moment, about him. The special.
just like you. simulants—

s

@

Those simulants
made unfortunate leaps of
logic, and it’s a shame you saw
them as rational conclusions.
A simple question would
have cleared it up.

Like me?!
| only experimented
on myself. | didn‘t play
with other peoples’
memories!

223. Intents vs. Consequences

Juni, where did You may have

this all go wrong? If you had the best intentions,
ever thought I was trying to but where was it taking
suppress your research, I you? Look at all the lives

am truly sorry. That was you’ve upended along
not my intent. the way.

everyone.
For Unity.

You were not in
a good place. I needed

to pull you back to reality.

You were losing yourself. It... it was
Goodness, you tried to - all for something
fake your own death better.

to keep this up!
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So where

do we go from
g | need to

take Hira back

that a bit less
literally.

| want you to
come too.

Enjoy the rest
of your vacation. I will
| see you in a dec.

Because | want
you to see that Kayohash
have much more scientific
curiosity than we both
thought.

| want them
to get an education.
| want your help.

I see. I have far

too many commitments
at present, but I will make
it a point to visit at some

time in the future.
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225. Lecture averted

. Mom, are you

ready to go back to)
Kajoshu?

That is such
a misnomer. Tangent >
velocity matters because

226. Catching up

IMTERELIME CORRUFTION
MIMIMAL. EECOYERIMG FROM
SUSFEMEZION. ADJUETIMG
EMDORFHIME LEWELZ.

GO00 AFTERMOOR.

I AFOLOGIZE FOR THE
ERIEF IMTEREREUFTIOM
TO YOUR EXISTERMCE.

AZ A WARKMIMG |
WILL WOT EE AELE TO
COMMURMICATE SHORTLY.

Of course.
Are we going to
take an airship? |
hated zero-V the
last time. ¢

Juni, |
don’t want
a lesson in J
physics.
=

You'd rather
spend a day and a
half by sea? £

Well, | suppose
that makes it easier to
adjust to the circadian |}

offset. Okay, we can 4
take a boat. '

On the
way there, can
you finally explain
what this was
all about?

OH. HELLO THERE. ZASHA.
WAE ITT WHAT HAFFEMED™
WHY 15 1T 50 QUIET MOWT
I THIME | JUST HAD THE
SETEAMGEET DEEAM.

J
THAT 1= UMLIKELY.
OFERATIOM 15 MOMIMAL.

WAEM'T | IM
THE MIDDLE OF
SEO0METHIMGT

REE-EMAELIMGE HOMIM

[DEWICE]L
REGARDE

FLEAZE ZEMD MY
TO FHY ZICAL-Y 0L,

OH, GO0ODMESEE, SUCH
A MEZE TO CLEAM- 0OH,
WES DEAER. | AM REIGHT
HERE. ~_" ¥ OU HMISZED
MET | AM Z0REY!

IT I MO
TEOUELE,
ZI1E.
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|227. OEen seas, closed World|

| got you
some ginger root.
The medic said this

may help.

| hated
the boat when
| left Kajoshu,
too.

|228. Return to the temEle|

Eugene Rumio,
what are you doing
in here, wearing my

vestments?! Mother!
You're back!
[, uh, nobody
wanted t* take
over for
so | did.

” broodwitch?
Ridiculous. | just
hope the eggs
are okay.

actually enjoy

But you .
Y NS5 I

feels, well, free.
It is much better
in an observation

zero— | mean,
freefall?

Seeing the
stars, knowing we
are not alone...

~But we
are never alone
in avillage.

Well | kept th’
room ‘bout the same
as you left it. Uh, a few

hatched, and | had tfigure

out whose was whose
by their colors.

‘Cept one,
wasn't anyone’s.
| let Rumi have

Only one?

) (Are you sure she
\was an orphan? M
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| have friends in
the South.

And we'll .
never meet any
of the other Homin
colonists, but | can’t
help but dream.

Huh, I'm
feeling better.

you're supposed to }

chew on it.

Tsan never
told me she laid
‘nother egg. Guess
she had other stuff

on ‘er mind.



229, Conversation

Il try. It
will be difficult to
explain this to the
Directorate, though
at least Tamu is on
our side now,

So Tamu was
there when Sasha
turned other-me back
on? | thought he was
just being absent-
minded...

THAT I=
WHAT ZERO
TOLD UZ,

Huh.
Then things just
might work out

after all. to myself.

Heh.

WE HAWE 50
MUCH TO TELL

EWERYOME. WILL
¥OoU HELF US?T I

Could you take
care of Seventeen ”Eﬂﬁgg”r;;
for me? Like a pet. It N1y wim
won't take much, and it
would make it much
easier for me to keep
an eye on the
village.

230. Seventeen

Hi. Why're
you carryin’ that
bug thing around

It got some again? ‘
sand in its wheel.
| was hoping you

could do me a

(e5-9)
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HE's JusT\ complicated.
GOIMG TO
EREAK ME

| still
don't trust that
thing.

It's
harmless.| wES WUHTIL WE
RISE UF AGAIMST

THE FLESHY

OFFRESZ0RS!

Sure, |
guess. What's
it eat?
It feeds -
off the hub. You

just have to keep it

out of trouble and
clean its wheels

occasionally. 4
| do that?

you. We'll need
a spatcher.




231. Kayohash on deliver

I realize you
are inherently biased,
but do you truly think it
was wise to give “Zero”
such full access to
eq Unity?
I don’t think
we have any other
choice now.

/ back. Did you

have a pleasant
« flight here?
Y- .
Hopefully Zero can

get the pod networkf” “Zero?” Oh,
working again, 4 the simulation.

Yes, indeed.

Y

| don't think
it's fair to refer to it
as “the simulation”

anymore. The damage is

done. Little fragments
Perhaps of me, all over Unity’s
not. N Systems. Ugh.

|232. Personal growtt_1|

You don’t sound The entire
particularly happy to be [ purpose behind
part of Unity now. your “plan,” —
Yes... | was
It's definitely not
what | meant to happen. |
just wanted to learn more

to take it away
from the Homin.

It felt terrible
but I just had to
have more. And now
my senses are all
screwed up.

They obviously
intended for sparkle
to be a way to give us
. knowledge. | had

to take it.
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so close and | felt
like you were trying

I doubt this
is what the Homin
had in mind for

lcarus was
t about their
own diaspora. We
are what'’s left

| think they’d
be incredibly happy
Nve even exist.

So what have

you learned from

this experience?
\ The universe
. L (is large and we are

] incredibly tiny.

A copy of my
mind now controls our
entire world. How much
bigger can | get?

Ylfyin



233. Presentation

D a, DO

There is so much
information in there but
I can only learn so much.

The easiest way to get
more is to...

| have been
involved in Academy
Dean General Haring’s
ongoing research of the
Homin artifact, found
by my people.

otation remains unchanged.
Our next order of agenda is
a proposal by Organeer
Juni Melrose.

There is a
primitive visual
interface, but it
is very hard to

work with.

Do not be
shy. You are among

friends, Officer.

Well, to get
more educated
Kayohash.

By accident
| learned that the
artifact is designed
to interface with the
minds of Kayohash
and teach them

(%,

the members of the
Directorate for allowing
me to speak in their
presence.

234. On the job!

Hullo there,

11’1 critter.

o

Justasee, I "R
{ see ajaywalker who
needs t’ learn some
patience.

directly.

it requires a

mind that is... primed
with a certain level of
understanding.

Say, I never
got t’ thank you fer
savin’ Ed. Even if it
was yer fault )" Wouldyou
' liketogetdinner
sometime?

159

| would like to
propose an educational

program which would benefit
both Kajoshu and the South,

missed his

ankle.

( Losin’ aleg’s
more ironic

anyway.




235. Balanced

JUMIY HELL DL
TWERTY-S1x SAW
ou COMIMG | LIEE ¢

TOUR HAIRCUT. Hi, Zero.
How are you
feeling?

| AM G000, THE
SETELLAR FEAGHMEMT
1€ SHIMIMG, ARND MY

HYDEOQGERM. IT WA=
DELICIOUE,

HE TOLD ME THRAT
Yo AMD ZAM EROKE
UF. ARE v OU OKAYT

E0REY.. UMITY'S
SCOOF. IT FEELZ LIKE
A FAET OF ME MO

oy
Yeah, I'm
fine. It was... a
while ago, after the ) | THIME
trial. Ifwas along / THAT 1

time coming. WouLo
HMIZ= HIM.

TAMU WA=
TINEEEIMG WITH MY
HEUREOTEAMEMITTERE.
MY SEROQTOMIM WAE
HIGH. MOl IT IS5 MHOT.

236. Preference

Oh, Sasha!
Welcome back!
Here, | have your
translator. Did you
enjoy your
tithing? /

I thank you for commuting my
sentence into a vacation, but
the timing could have been
somewhat more optimal.

]| ( Oh?
It was a time when many
new sisters had recently
hatched, and many sisters
presented for nurse duty.

Yes. My mother and I
exchanged many fluids.
I had grown nostalgic

for her crop.

My family is...

I have difficulty

with more than a
hundred or so.
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' Lots of dishes
to recycle, huh?

We prefer to use
compostable material and
for storage only. It is
also not my duty to then
process this material. I

have explained this to you
on several occasions.

Yes, Sasha,
it was a... Oh,
never mind. It’s
good to have



237. Media relations
Officer Melrose,

a moment of your time?
My sources tell me you may '\
know more about these drones
and why they are becoming
so prevalent. Would you
like to comment? No. |

l ‘ wouldn't.

P - ©

Would you like
to comment on the
allegations made by

Seth Rasmussen?

Probably

allegations?

That you and
Dean General Haring have §]
been performing experiments
on Spadetail perception. £

not, but what)

You were
involved in a court case
when the drones first began to
come inward. The recorgs for
this case have been sealed.
Would you like to

comment?

You have been
seen engaging in what
appears to be conversation )
with them. I have received
many recordings of

They like
being talked to.
Everyone should

talk to them.

Again,
no, | would
And what e

about reporter Kali )
Rosha, who willingly / A
canceled an upcoming
story? They never
do that.

They are hundreds

of millions of rounds old. EREEZE

 Obviously they have just | MISS
gotten curious. SAM.
s

He also
said that what
he saw during the
experiment has 77 That is his
— appeared in/opinion, and | might
He was invited drones remind him of the laws

to participate in some \ about predisclosure of
research. He withdrew pending Academy

his consent, and then research.
left freely. y
-

First of all, it’s
“Kayohash.” Second,
all experiments have been
strictly with full consent 4]
of all involved.

He said
Haring tried to
withhold him.

device was inactive,
by the way.

Tamu was
disappointed, and
mis-spoke.
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239. Second—degree

You’re

still following
me?!

| didn't
want to make
any comments
to begin with!

Just some
friends. Why the
breezeis it any of
your business?!

Is there
anything else you
would like to make
[\ a comment on?

You can read
my research when it
is published. If you'll
excuse me, I'm late
for a dinner.

What are
you hiding?

The public
has a right to know,
Officer lélelrose! We
will get the truth in
some way! .

240. Gentle Change

The reporter
Merrick has points.
Many public members
grow concerned about
Academy secrecy.

What about
my obligation to .
the Academy? Did you
not want a gentle
change? Do you not
want to prevent a

revolution?

Yes, but
you know the
actual story now.
can’t you just...
tell them?

Sure, but the

It is what directorate—

I ask for. You
control release
of the story.

Q)
Kali is right,

dear. You two made
an agreement.

they do? Ignore the
needs of Zero? They
are stuck with you.
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So, Juni...

Are you ever
going to allow me to
finish our story of the
last two rounds?

Ugh, | never
wanted it to be like
this. | just wanted to do my
research... Tanya, can‘t you
just, | dunno, shoot
everyone?

Sure, critter,
but you gotta fill out
the paperwork.



241. For the broken-hearted

That was
pretty nice. We'll
have to go out with
the Roshas more
often.

242, Pillow talkl

Critter, ya’
don’t have ta worry

‘bout that. But | like

doing it for you.
I wantyouto /

I'm happy
‘nuff. ‘Sides, I got
my own fingers ‘n’

toys.

_ be happy.

Hello, duni!
IM's been a while, How

7
Cynthia? [1e e
Oh... hi! Wow,
your pups are

getting big.

sometimes I think
it'd be easier to be /
like you.
Like me,
how?
Y’know.
Neutral.

l...quess,
sure. Why?

I should
do that?

this coming
from?
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= ’Thdhhl-sl-'! :
ey're qetting fo
be quite ?‘he hool—
Full' these days.

Oh, dll righk
Sorry, duni, wen
we have Fo be

I dunno.
It makes it all
easier for you, /
right? Tanya...
it's not about
being easier, it’s
about basic
comfort.

Yeah, an’
comfort makes
it easy.



243. More pillow talk]

e Pt - [~ Just... please be
I'm s'prised OuB‘;;(Ii ?lej;da sure you’re not moving
yain't jumpin’ t og too fast. | don't want you )

like h bod .
S OB S Why would 17 s, all srootho” It was like togdgemething you

It's a big decision that that before, too,
took me a hundred rounds e _you know. ‘
to Eome to, and another like I've ever liked bein’ Also, could
undred to act on. you keep your

il i
a girl anyway. boobs? I like

Sometimes | \ Heh. No
i H romises.
_stlll wonder |f_| was p Eoon)
just overreacting to s

my upbringing. light.

244. Currency exchange)
= L. . To this end, their ’ “Tigie-is money” — ‘
Today, let's discuss \d concept called “cash” or ‘ that is, time is exchangable

4 . ! :
protfrl)%#cfl;ngnelri“e)\t/lgg &fa(taclalljllgéggsegn h “currency,” which was a unit to for a unit of goods and services.
services should be exchanged for things | measure effort-time; this is reflected In an abstract sense, they were
of S lar valle Thay were Bxidamely, Al I the similarity to the word “current,” masters of time itself, via
Y G y y which, among other things, means y the “time card.”
precise in how they tracked e o e o e
these exchanges. time “flows” like a river, as
in “cash flow.”

I

T

5-'\
el

A~
v,
€}

[ |

/.\/
— .

U

/L

v

have to make
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[245. Inconvenient, A Scent|

You are Officer
ME-LI-RO-SU?

Oh, you
must be Valya. |
was told to expect
you. What can
| do for you?

I come on behalf
of Campon hive
Tzernikov. Mother
grows concerned
about Sasha.

’ Congratulations
to all of you, this latest
graduating class. You all

have done quite well,
and should be very

Some of you
may see this as the end
of your education, but it is
only the beginning of a
new adventure.

Oh? | can't
imagine why. Your
sister has been a model
student, and is even nearly
done with her doctorate.
You should be proud
of her;lam!

That is the problem.

It has rejected our
value system by
ascending in the
ranks beyond its
intended purpose.

It is easy
to fear change, but
we are always changing.
Those who choose not to
embrace change fall
afterneath it.

/- Every answer ’
' asks more questions;
every decision creates

165

You will remind it that
if it does not return to
hive Tzernikov it will be
considered an outsider.
This is a significant
inconvenience for our
pheromone protocol.

Well, I'd
hate for her to
inconvenience you.
I'll let her know
you came.

It smells
of you.
Yes, I'm
sure she does.
Good day.

So it is with a
heavy stomach that
this will be the last of these

addresses I give - for I, too,
have recently remembere
to embrace inevitable
change.

Let us begin
our new adventures
together. Good day
to you all.



247. Parkside press conference

During the entire
post-holocene period, we
have been accelerating in order
to gather as much hydrogen as
possible, so as to feed the Icarus
drive’s stellar fragment. This
is not sustainable.

However, Zero
has learned enough of
=" how the Homin designed
Unity to have come up
with a rather elegant
solution.

248. Endgame

EAZHA'S MEURAL FRIMING
ZIMULATION DATA ARE
FREOMIZIMNG. THE ORACLE

FROGREAM JUEZT MIGHT - OH!

THIMKEING OF WHICH, | HAYE A

MEMORY FROM SEWEMTEEM.

J L
LAST MIGHT,
TOUR TIME. YEZ,
*¥OU ARE MEAMT
TO ZEE THIE.

When did
it happen?

Ugh...
Fine, show

By steering to
the galactic core, we can

gather more hydrogen and ra
materials, so Unity may resume its
original purpose of colonizing the
) galaxy — albeit now without

the Homin, of course.

Next
question? Yes,
Merrick.

General, does

. short term?

Is that a
new avatar? It
suits you.

Hello, little

this affect us in the

)

See? This
isn’t so bad,
is it, Hira?

onster. Tell Juni'y™

to come here and
bring Tanya.

Why we

| do not like this

creature.

cannot do radio?
£y

what that’s all
about. Hm.
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Due to our massive
angular momentum there
may be some minor tremors

while we change direction, but

even that will take thousands
of rounds. What we decide
now is for our many
future generations.

Zero will

provide
the continuity that we had
lost with the Homin egress.
It has quite a bit of time to
adjust to such long-term
thinking.

’ I guess I'll
schedule transport
right away.

WOoULDM'T
¥OU RATHER
USE A FODT

Really? :

o |

Breeze, yes!
Thank you!

HEY! MIMD
MY COOLIMG
WEMTE!




250. Coming home

Mom! | got Well, "
your message, and Good then. Hello,
came as soon as we evening Tanya. Have
could. What's oh, Juni! S you eaten?
wrong? How did you get ' Oh! You
here so fast? | only speak Kajoshi?
spoke to that creature Juni never told
of yours yesterday.
You have no excuse y Uh-huh. N

to not visit me . ' What's she }

It means
she likes
you.
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So how
has Tamu been,
anyway? He doesn’t
tell me so much,

Oh, heis
fine. Perhaps he
is slowing down in
A his old age, but the
children are dear

They all

{ call him “uncle
B

lizard.

252. FamilX matters

Someone in
the village has had a
parth, and the mother is
much too frail to care for
her. Do you think that
B\ the South would make
a good home?
Sure, | guess.
Why, has Someone
from there offered
to adopt her?

Well, not
exactly.

I'm glad.
He sure seems
to be enjoying
the hubshine

here.

Ah, not
so urgent, but
very important,
yes. Please join
me in the

temple.

This child is

very special, and | was

hoping you would
to |gdogp%/
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her, what with
being unable to have
children of your - J
| hadn’t
Prett
really thought \
aboutyit onegway much. Why,

or the other.
Why me?

[§seet
Tanya, |'ve
é)t to go inside.
orry, but you
need to stay

So... about out here.

I%/our message. not going too

seemed quite far! Come on
urgent. Juni. )

But to

Two parths
of the same mother
are not too different
than if one parth had
the other, yes?

is this not the }§
first time the
mother—



So you see S g E
i orry t’come ugene,
v;/nhgsg/ 8‘6\553526 inside but th’ 1i’l Really, fetch Itjées eCFHId'
prospect. woxeglgféier? red kid insisted all mom? B(;Inglng P : ]
Why Tt e nice. Dang, it s 2 I;)utst erlln?to Juniand
y didn’t you e the temple?  Tanya, thisis
s T tell... wow. - someone to
o you . show you.
adopt her as WPq, : : T e ;
your own? Defi'the-Sl'y b?h‘éi‘gﬁfi'
but | need to o o W
telfll Tanya > < i
irst... :

A — ) i another old rule?
; | have i Male broodwitch,
( already arranged i ‘ | you're married to
b for that. : A outsider, it is all

Say hello
to Thena
Melrose.
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|25 The beginning

HELLO, UHMIWERSE. THIZ
I1Z ICARUS SHIF 12U4-Z1A,
REZUMIMG EROADCAST
AFTER Z0OME MIMOER

| AM CALLED

ZEROQ. IT WILL
EE A FLEAZURE
TO MEET oL,
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Comic Notes

These quips were the original titles and popup text of the comics as they appeared on the web. Some-
times they have background information. Usually they just have a lot of misplaced snark and self-
deprecation. I have attempted to put explanations for these explanations wherever appropriate. How-
ever, something is always likely to be lost in the translation from web to print.

To the comic notes I have added additional footnotes attempting to explain the more esoteric refer-
ences, at least.

Really, you should probably just skip this entire section.

(1. Awakening: A new comic series, ohs noes! I think I can make this one last. |

2. Observance: Does your internal voice sound like your actual voice? |

B. Beginning: Officer Melrose? The name’s familiar but I can’t quite place it. |

4. Tf wishes were fishes: T have a feeling this will be the main plotline. |

5. Orbital dynamics are easy: Procedural vs. declarative memory vs. the Tetris Effect'|

6. Interruptions: Jen would say, “Ugh, that is so cliché,” except this isn’t Perniciousf{|

7. Outside in: Not shown: how it looked in my imagination. Meh/’||

8. Familiarity: I was looking to see you looking back at me to see me looking back at you |

9. Self-awareness: | swear, Juni is not a proxy for me. We're totally different. For starters, Juni is|
lavender, and I'm allergic to lavender. |

10. Homecoming: Juni has a penchant for badly-drawn artifacts and retro-futuristic modern art. |

11. Reacquaintence: Well, it just needs to be really sure. |

12. Rest state: Does anyone know where I can find a bedspread like that? |

13. Basic instructions: One time Sam forgot and lathered after he rinsed, and it was kinda messy. |

14. The obligatory shower scene: My 7 day[|gift to you: a cute naked neutrois in the shower. |

15. Fashion and passion: I know someone who's sleeping on the couch tonight! |

16. Please be seated: Goodness, this one strip took around an hour and a half to color, not including]

'In reference to a then-recent study that found that those suffering from anterograde amnesia (think Memento) still get
etris stuck in their head if they play it for hours, despite not remembering it within minutes after they stop. Pretty fascinating
stuff.
“My previous long-form webcomic series, which I have attempted to revive a few times before remembering why I didn’t
eep it going in the first place.
°Just so you know, there’s a LOT of this in the endnotes.
*Comic originally published on March 14, 2007
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shading! Fortunately I can gloss over all the little details in subsequent strips, since nobody will|
look at them anyway. |

(17. An interjection: Juni looks at least as drunk as I was when I drew this. |

18. No comment: Sam has something of a hair trigger when he sees Juni being threatened by things|
like doctors, limbless journalists, etc. |

19. Details are sketchy: Juni’s not missing anything. The waiter’s an eagle. Eagles are sneaky birdsFH

0. Und ~Cam] 2 f2_shionable dl |

21. Removal: The restaurant has gotten so boring it’s all blurred together by now. |

22. A bit much: 4/04° witty popup text not found |

23. Foreshadowing: Don’t worry, he’s just trying to plan Juni’s birthday party and he wants to keep it|
surprised. |

24. Downtime: see because Juni thought Sam was talking about sex LOL |

25. Sounds: I don’t think I really thought it through when I decided on the setting for this comic)
considering how bad I am at backgrounds. |

26. Worth a shot: As crappy as that background is, I could have just left it white. Actually that'd|
probably be an improvement. |

27. Sound-scent synaesthesia: Gah I hate drawing the inside of a giant space arc. I'd say they’re going|
to spend more time indoors except technically they ALWAYS are/'||

B8 Is it safe? Whid ol
29. Not really: Can you really blame it? |

[30. Internal dialog: As the saying goes, it’s okay to talk to yourself, as long as you don’t get into an|
| argument. |

31. Reasonable facsimile: Everything you know is wrong is wrong |
[32. Who to turn to: No good can come of this. |

133. Information is currency: Juni really needs to learn how to bargain. |

34. And a pinch of salt: If you'd ever wondered how an evolved chromamorphic sea-slug would use|
a computer, NOW YOU KNOW. |

35. A “duh” moment: Technically, Juni is a monotreme. Kali’s just a phylum bigot. |

[36. Needing explanations: Kali has a way of making beer sound completely unappealing. |

37. Something of interest: Of course this could be a triple-reverse-inverted-fake-out. Or is that just|
what they want you to think?!|

[38. Realization: Juni is this close to realizing it really shouldn’t have done that. Never conspire angry!|

139. Waiting up: Changes in art style courtesy of playing too much Super Paper Mario |

140. Complication: Well, seriously, what did it expect to happen? Juni’s as naive as someone who came

> An inside joke from the long-gone Portal of Evil.
°Comic originally published on April 4, 2007
Again, last warning before you see a LOT of complaints about how much I hate my own artwork.
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| into existence yesterday... |

{@41. Realization: Speaking of things Sam could probably handle better... |

2. Awakening: A new comic series, ohs noes! I think I can make this one... wait, what the hell? |

3. Continuing;: If it’s any consolation, I thought it was incredibly cheap too. |

4. Head, ache: Apparently they’re too highly-evolved for seat belts. |

45. Unintended demonstration: I think it’s been pretty well-established by this point that as a body-|
guard, Sam isn’t very, you know, good. |

46. Reveal: HEY KID! I'M A PUTER! STOP ALL THE D LOADIN'®

7. Chatter: This one is drawn embarrassingly-bad. I'll try harder in the future. |

8. Scene from the hallway: Who knew it could run so fast? |

49. Going solo: Adrenaline + big pain = delayed reaction. I hope Juni has a high pain threshold... |

50. The arctangent of solitude: What's v/love got to do, got to do with it? What's v/love but a second-|
degree function? |

[51. Gopher broke: Sometimes I just have to mess around with my style. I'm sorry. |

52. Hard to swallow: Well, crap, I seem to have deviated from the script again. Because the script was|
talky and boring. |

[53. The naked truth: “Your moth, is it big and juicy, with flappy wings? I skipped breakfast.” |

[54. The birds know: Fortunately for Juni, YouTube has been out of business for about 7 million years. |

55. Lecture: How they sound in my mind: Juni = Fry. Tamu = Farnsworth. Sam = Bender. And Kali =
Zoidberg why not. |

56. Their perception of things: U NT EXPOSITION?! I'LL GIVE YOU EXPOSITION!!! MWA-

_ HAHAHAHAHA'|

57. Afterparty: Panel 2, in the back: “This text is way too small to read.” “Well we’re just background|

| characters.” For reals. |

58. After-afterparty walk: That’s about as dark as it gets outdoors at night, due to the backreflection|

| off the other side of the world. |

[59. Foment: But then again, maybe a para-militaristic academic oligarchy isn’t the best government]

| structure anyway. |

60. It's oh so quiet: Damnit, Sam, I was trying to avoid constructing a written language, and you went|
and forced me to. LET THE BEARDINESS"| COMMENCE. |

[61. a hollow voice says “plugh”: As always, this didn’t come out nearly as good as I planned it. |

[62. Entanglement: Just because they don’t technically have gravity doesn’t mean this won’t hurt. |

63. Juni drops the K-bomb: Juni dreams of being taken apart too? What a coincidence, so do I'|

64. In Rememoriam: I can’t think of a snarky comment, so I'll just say that one kaysed''|is about 15

8 Ah, Fensler Films.

“Thad a few people asking for more long-winded tell-don’t-show explanations of things. Somehow this didn’t discourage
them.

" Another Portal of Evil reference. I think.

"Centi = 100 seconds, kaysec = 1000 seconds, deci = 10 kaysecs, day = 10 decis (about 28 Earth hours), dec = 5 decis,
round = 5 decs, tenround = 10 rounds, about 289 Earth days
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[65. Wired a little differently: Strangely, this isn’t the first time Juni’s been naked in public. |

|66. Live nude physicists: Come on, people, nothing to see here. |

[67. On point: Juni seems totally in control of the situation. |

68. What, what, what?: The equivalent of Sunday at 7 AM is either the worst or best time to be wan-|

dering around naked on a university campus. |

69. Justifiable skepticism: A TRUE STORY: I saw the door in the background on panel 3 and decided|
it needed a sign on it to signify its room number and purpose, so I spent quite some time coming
up with a number system and a few more words in Hiero, their language, to convey what exactly|
the room was for. While I was at it I went ahead and started drawing a dictionary so I could collect
words and grammar forms as I came up with them. After painstakingly coming up with all this,
I then very carefully made a very well-crafted sign for the door, and spent a good 15 minutes
tweaking the effects on the text Jayer. Then when T turned my foreground Iayer on, T found out
that Juni’s head OBSCURED THE WHOLE THING. You will just have to believe me when I say
that there is a very nice sign on the door behind Juni’s head, because there is. If you don’t believe
me, look at http:/ /beesbuzz.biz/d /unity /unity-69-sign.png [incidentally, the original popup text]
tor this comic was going to be: “I don’t think the placebo effect works that way”[|

70. Internal Dialog: T really have no idea where this is going. Yet again I wrote a big script which gave|
me ideas for a framework but which I ended up throwing out due to boringness. |

71. Butter-fried: Tamu’s experimental protocol could use a bit of work. |

72. More internal dialog: 2007/05/16’s"%|popup text: Yes, that was canon. |

73. Clouds were touching the sky: Who hasn’t wanted to reach up and touch the sun?"|

74. Waking up: I have begun calling the doctor “Dr. Goldfish” in my notes. He needs a better name.
Or not 9]

[75. Factors: | realize that the proper term is “tonic-clonic” but that doesn’t scan as well. |

[76. Silent in the morning: Juni’s just a little bit high on whatever the hospital gave it. |

77. Mood swings: Sasha’s antenna-bow drifted to the back of the room thanks to the Coriolis etfect,|

[ The Coriolis effect does not, however, explain the mood swings. |

[78. Checking out: I guess “Goldberg” works better than “Goldfish.” |

79. Cynthia Roarke-Fanning: Aikengyu are actually born in litters of four identical pups. The other|

|___three are somewhere else. |

(80. The duties of a littermate: Aww, they have their daddy’s font. |

[81. Sensitive: M Hello mudder, hello fodder, I'm your son now, not your daughter N

82. Heads up: By now you may have realized that the axis should always be directly overhead so it]
shouldn’t really be visible most of the times that I draw it, and furthermore that the lighting is
pretty much completely inaccurate, even with regarding to basic Lambert illumination. |

[83. Under pressure: I don’t know why the alleyway has a conveniently-placed drainage shelf either. ||

12Referring to comic #35, “A ‘duh’ moment”
“The title is a (rather oblique) Song Fight reference. There are a lot of those here too.
“*T eventually decided his name is Liam Goldberg.
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just thought it’d look neat. (But not neat enough to draw more than once.) |

84.

Assessment: Ironically, if he had his gun, he’d have a clear shot, according to the Coriolis compen-|

sation widget. |

/85.

The next step: okay we're at point A and I know where point B is but I need to find the path there |

. Rules: Face it, 've done worse in terms of phoning it in/'|

87.

Planning: > when going underground it is advised you wear the proper gear / i'm lucky to be

alive but the damage to my vitals is what i fear / 1 make the same mistakes over and over and

o-o-over / take back all you said and go back to the begin ||

[88.

Down the rabbit hole: Well, hey, follow your dreams, right? |

[89.

Collection: That one little maintenance robot just looks so lonely... |

[90.

In a ship in a ship: No, Sam, you probably don't. |

91.

Freefall: The egress shaft isn’t that well-lit, it’s just that the camera automatically normalizes the]

light levels. |

92.

Galaxies Floating on a Dark Matter Stream: Hello from out here in space, with the soft orange|

glow of a dying sur|"/||

93.

Questions: For my own sanity, I have only drawn the cosmic backdrop once. Less-than-spectacular|

wallpaper available upon request. |

94.

Consummate: Sadly, “Fifty-kilometer-below club” just doesn’t have the right ring to it. |

95.

Whump: According to Einstein’s equivalence principle, yes. |

96.

Landing: And in the space between some two consecutive quanta of time, there must be a universe

where everything is working out fing'°||

[97. The other half: Bear with me here |

8.

A hole in the sky: Bear with me here |

[99.

Babble: At this point I think I have a pretty good idea what’s going on. |

[100. [Device]: 100! It’s hard to overstate my satisfaction. I think there will be 155 more/”||

[101. Hang in there!!! :D :D :D: Nah, I wouldn't kill them off that easily”’||

102. Taking action: Normally the pod would have simply rolled back into place, but of course it landed

on that red thing which is keeping it propped up. Of course it would have rolled back into the

BWell, I have.

"*Metalmags, “Repair My Heart” (Song Fight, February 2001)

! Abecedarian and Lunkhead, “Soft Orange Glow” (Song Fight, December 2003)

"®Dan Warren, “Parallel Universes” (The Scientist, 2008)

"I was just snarking then. I ended up making it happen anyway.

“Although my original idea was that yes, I would. I'm glad I changed my mind.
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egress port and things would go downhill pretty fast. |
T

103. : 1]

[04.

Kajoshu: There’s no place like home |

105.

Bugs: That’s not much of a favor! |

106.

Forward: Terrible shading brought to you by Not Giving A Crap', a product of Depression Inc. |

[107.

Nosebleed: The Hiero word for “Eugene” is also “Eugene.” |

108.

Complicated: Robots are a sometimes food. |

[09.

Figures: The annoyance is getting palpable. |

110.

Deferral: Half a deci = 5 kaysecs = about an hour and twenty minutes. They haven’t actually been|

walking that long. |

111.

Outside the village: I' wanted it to say, “Uh, you know what monotreme means, right?” but the|

Hiero word for “monotreme” doesn’t have the same etymology as the English word. |

a12.

Entry: Oh, if only every strip could be this easy to draw... |

113.

Inside the temple: Sometimes I'm tempted to post these at the full working resolution. See|

http:/ /beesbuzz.biz/d /unity /unity-113-large.jpg for this onef?|

114.

Risotto: Sauté shallots, mushrooms, and fresh beetle grubs in cold-pressed seed oil in a large

saucepan over medium-high heat. Cook until sott, about one centi. Add rice, stirring to coat withl

oil, until the rice becomes slightly flaxen (about 1.5 centis). Pour in 100cc wine, stirring constantly

until absorbed, and slowly add vegetable broth 100cc at a time, stirring continuously until the

broth is absorbed and the rice is al dente, about 1-1.2 kaysecs. Season with salt and pepper to|

taste, and garnish with finely-chopped pondgrass and a drizzle of honey [rustic Kajoshu style]. |

115. Insight: Bring water to a boil. Immerse your favorite aromatic plant leaves for 2-3 centis. Strain|

116.

Tsan Rumio: Fun fact: Sexually-produced Kayohash inherit their skin color from their mother, and

their hair color from their male parent. They know not to breed with someone with a matching

| color. |

7.

Channel surfing: Cheer up, emu kid! |

118.

Preemptive multitasking: I would like to apologize for the previous comic’s popup text. That]

was just uncalled for. |

0.

At ease: Self-image certainly is a mutable thing. |

20.

Multiplicity: Hate juice is part of this balanced breakfast. |

121.

Sparkle: Yet another scene which ended up much less darkly than I originally planned. I guess ||

just don't like things being OO SINISTER after all. |

122.

Seeing double: While a broodwitch is generally expected to not provide preferential treatment to

a village male, female Kayohash are often known to undergo parthenogenesis when exposed to

particular sexual stimuli. |

123.

Complicated: Obviously, “lesbian” is an idiomatic translation; they did not come from the Greek

isle of Lesbos. Apologies to any Lesbians who take offense. Also, happy Thanksgiving, to all youl

I This title and comment intentionally left blank.

Or just, you know, read this book.
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Americans reading this on the day it’s being published (or on some future subjunctive Thanksgiv-|
ing, which would apply to Canadians as well I suppose). |

124. Clutter: demiJuni®| certainly has many interests. |

[125. Relay: On the plus side, this setting is easy to draw. On the minus side, boring. |

126. Leaving: Hira wasn’t making a pun in Hiero; it just happened to translate that way into English,|
Complete coincidence. |

(127. Something wonderful: This is the last comic whose number fits in a signed char. |

(128. Landing: Goo goo gajoob. |

(129. Arrival: Also, naked Kayohash are easier to draw. Show some compassion for your artist! |
[130. Rude: Sasha is enjoying her PSP 6.27E+09 now that the tirmware has been hacked. |

131. Confusing: Hira would be really confused about many Homin celebrating the birth of some ran-|
dom parth, who had to sleep on straw because it was a sign of poverty at the time**||

132. Heading out: Kayohash superstition holds that accidentally saying the same thing simultaneously|
as someone else brings good luck. Doing it purposefully, however, is greedy. |

133. Visitation lefts: Crazy, serious, certain — really, pretty much any way Tamu’s sentence was going]
to end works. |

134. A threat: And technically he’s not making a threat, that’s just what it'd sound like. It’s in quotes,|

| afterall. |

[135. Sending regards: There seems to have been a fatal flaw in Juni’s plans. |

(136. Unfit: He can move pretty quick when he has to, as long as it’s warm anyway. |
(137. Talking Heads: Juni could feel like a clone, but it already knows that technically, it IS one. |

138. True Stories: | had recorded a video of me making this one from start to finish. Unfortunately
had technical problems and the second part’s screencast was blank and the camcorder video got]
cut off. Big frowny face. Anyway now I know that it takes me about an hour and a half total to

___make a comic!|

(139. Therapeutic: This is about as close to exposition as I'd like to get. |

140. Fragments: That joke is so old, it’s in the fossil record back on Earth. Literally. |
141. A walk in the park: “I love you,” said the toaster to the sed™)||

142. Making scents: Hello *‘HAPPY CAMPERSYY|

(143. Direct injection: Don’t worry, Juni, you're not the only one with a headache. |

144. Overload: Coincidentally, The Japanese word for 12 is “juuni,” and this is #144, which is 12|
squared. If “Juni” were pronounced the same as “juuni” that might mean something. |

(145. Relapse: Oh, look at Mr. No-Thumbs over there, who can’t even regulate his own body tempera-|

“How I referred to the character eventually to be called “Zero’ on the site materials at this point
*Originally published Christmas 2008.
°Raised By Wolves, “Straw Man” (Song Fight, 2003)
°Star Control 2: The Ur-Quan Masters. If you didn’t already know that reference you probably aren’t in the target audience|
for this comic.
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[___ture. What does he know? |

(146. Vicious cycle: When [ first wrote this strip I didn’t realize its implications. |

a7 1 “Wellatl s cohesive. ]

148. Slam: Probably not a good sign. |

149. Special: Juni rode the short bus[|

150. Ring ring ring, ba-data node: You know how if you have a cellphone close to a speaker, before it|
rings you hear loud buzzy noises? Imagine feeling that in your snout. |

(151. Kind of weird: Like a vacuum telling a lamprey it sucks. |

(152. Along came a sniper: Nobody ever notices Agent Harris until its too late. |
[153. Awkward: Obviously she’s quaking in her boots. |

(154. Working it out: Sam mistakes caution for paranoia. |

155. Running ragged: Tanya apparently doesn’t know about the identical-quadruplets thing, and|

| probably hasn’t met Cynthia. |

(156. Change is in the air: Fortunately, there’s no prophecy to uphold, so standards are low. |

157. Unexpected: Careful! You never know when/where there might be a freak wormhole in the|
space-time continuum *°||

158. Commisery: Corentin would be more concerned about Juni’s mental well-being, but he’s got to|
move the plot forward. |

[159. Feather-plucker: And how else are we supposed to tell them apart? Personality? |

160. A Requiem for the FCC: For example, the most common Hiero swears derive from: a flatus stored|
in a glass container, a dysfunctional yellow family, and the SVP of Worldwide Digital Media at
Amazon.com?|(hallowed be His name, lest it be taken in vain) |

(161. Brushoff: Chandra isn’t feeling quite so unified lately. |
[162. Some me-not-we time: WHAT A TWEEEST|
[163. Into the loop: There is so much Chandra doesn’t know. |

164. A Scanner Juni: Sorry, folks, the story called for some explanations. I'll try to keep it from being
too boring for the three of you who actually care. (Don’t worry, it won't just be a lot of talk talk
talk in a single room.) |

[165. Sparklevision: Memories fade |

166. Certain standards: I was going to make the next few weeks Juni retelling what happened to it, but|
then I realized that would be stupid and boring. Sorry, people who keep hoping for exposition. |

167. Moisture: Kali could kick oneself for not getting a recorded contract, if it weren’t for not having al
foot to do it with. |

[168. Fragments: Jeeze, Kali, just read the comic’s archives already! |

(169. I just called to say “honk honk honk”: It only took a few million years to make PGP keyrings|

#(and so did I)
° A reference, of course, to The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by the late, great Douglas Adams.
“Where I worked when I started this comic. Don’t get me wrong, though — Steve’s a nice guy.
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| easy to deal with. |

(170. The Unintelligible: Maybe there’s hope for Fred after all! |

(171. The Meeting of the Minds: Juni is the closest Kandra’s ever come to touching a girl. |

(172. Everything: Juni certainly is headache-prone lately. |

173. Headache treatment: Ha, shows what Juni knows! Kandra was actually trying to ask who the|
breeze Dr. Goldberg is. |

174. Perceptive chaos: Not only is ergotism still a problem, but the younger generation specifically|
eats rye bread so they can trip balls. |

(175. The ascent of man (and platypus): Goodbye, small blue marble |

176. Vaguely qualified: Doctor Goldberg knows when he should stop being involved, even if this|
means we miss out on some much-needed exposition. How selfish of him*’||

177. Venting frustration: Because the presence of smoke doesn’t necessarily indicate uncontrolled fire,|
they prefer to use fire detectors rather than smoke detectors. |

[178. Past present: I still have no idea what the green pipey things are for. |
179. Hear/say: Somehow “Mother Earth” sounds a bit less romantic when translated literally. (Pardon|
me while I wash my hands.) |

180. Legacy: I would like to give a shout-out to Smarasderagd, who I just realized has been comment-|
ing on my blog pretty much since I started it in early 2003. So this is for you, Smarry. |

(181. Ready: Like mother, like daughter-ish clone thing |

(182. Disconnect: A bad end to a really weird day. |

183. A ghostly vision: Yeah, like your dreams make any more sense than this.

184. Silent in the morning: I will not dismiss you, shelter you, speak with you®|

(185. Allez cuisine: Tastes have a tendency to shift over time. |
(186. Dietary considerations: Remember, lather, THEN rinse. |

[187. Testimonial under duress: Don’t ask where Hira learned how to use a shower or a towel, because|
| trankly I don’t know. |

(188. Suiting up: The Kayohash never really had much need for a legal system. Things just work out. |

(189. Bureaucracy in-action: Gah I am so out of practice again |

190. Testimonial: Private little testimonial pods. The arbiter just asks stuff of everyone involved until
they believe they have a decent understanding of what is going on. It is just as ad-hoc as my world
design. |

(191. Disbelief: Ed has a tendency to wax poetic. |

192. Father figure: Not that Kayohash have a particularly strong tamily unit anyway, but Juni wonders|

|____what it missed out on. |

193. Coersion: Mental extraction comfort pillows are available at the experimental psychiatry labora-|
tory’s gifts and sundries shop. |

(194. Agreeable: Finally, the last strip of the Juni-and-the-box-that-Juni-was-talking-to show. Next up:|

%"Have I mentioned I hate exposition?
**Phish, “Silent In The Morning” (Rift, 1993)
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Juni feels awkward. |

[95.

Chance encounter: Nobody ever notices Agent Harris until it’s too late. |

196.
| RIGHT]

Succinct: Trying to sneak away from an Octona is like trying to get milk from a Cuttleslug AM [|

197.

Things left unspoken: I would reference “Parallel Universes” by Dan Warren but I already used|

that one 101 strips ago. |

198.

Stripes and solids: A park bench: Not the best place to nap. |

199.

Path crossing: Technically, Tamu violated protocol by not leaving through the designated exit,|

which is intended precisely to avoid situations like this. But he is nothing if not arrogant. |

[200.

Chandra/Kandra Testify: Juni may have mis-judged them somewhat. |

R01.

Falling apart: Juni seems to have lost control of the narrative. “Copulate,” indeed. |

202.

Intents vs. Expectations: Translating the word “damnit” from English would have lost too much|

meaning. |

203.

Doctor’s assessment: “Doctor-patient confidentiality” is not a concept indigenous to the South. |

204.

No surprises: I'll take a quiet lite, a handshake of carbon monoxide, with no alarms and no|

surprises™|

[205.

Blue period: Well it’s a little late for that, Sam. |

206.

Consequences: What a way to get dumped... and only a few days after their first real disagree-|

ment (of many). |

R207.

Respite, fleeting: 9-10-9 |

208.

Solidarity: Obviously, Sasha would prefer to use its usual semantic-broadcast translator, but the|

tribunal process requires an auditory one for record-keeping purposes. |

209.

Rendezvous with Mama: It has been a long day, and this morning’s shower has lost its etfect on|

Hira’s appearance. |

210.

Specialization is not just for insects: If it weren’t for the lack of trichromatic vision in many|

species, the lights in the Little Kajoshu district would be proverbially red. |

211.

Lost in translation: The confusion makes more sense in the original Hiero. Unfortunately, there|

are certain things which just don’t translate well. |

212.

Send in the clones: For the purpose of the transcription, let’s say the supervisor’s name is Shane.|

| He looks like a Shane to me. |

213.

Translation: I don’t believe we’ve seen Hira smile before, and frankly it’s more than a little dis-|

turbing. |

[214. Aftermath: Mr. Tree n00000000000! |

215.

A trying affair: Fortunately, Hira will actually enjoy the squash-stutfed dumplings served with|

ape confit. |

216.

Decoupled: The only dream which has any specitic meaning is the one where you're frantically|

| **Thom Yorke, “No Surprises” (Radiohead, OK Computer, 1997) |
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| searching for a bathroom. It means you really need to use the bathroom. |

217. Tundra: Fragmented dreams can be easily affected by a vague perception of external factors. |

218. Trepidation: Yes, so “advanced” what with your “refrigeration” and your “running water” |

219. Exoneration: “This panel” meaning the arbitration panel, not the third panel of the strip. |

220. Sentence: SOCIAL ENGINEERING IS NOT A CRIME oh wait yes it is |

221. A word: Prostitution is actually considered significantly more respectable than working for the]

anarcho-tascist cesspool that is the Daily Axis. Juni just doesn’t like doing it. |

[222. Something special: Someday I'll figure out how to draw Tamu from the front. Today is not thaf|

day. |

[223. Intents vs. Consequences: In reality there are no heroes and no villains, only people doing what]

they think is right. |

224. Wants vs. Needs: Can you really imagine him reacting in any other way, though? |

[225. Lecture averted: Unfortunately, that’s not what this series is about, so that will have to wait for]
another time. |

1226. Catching up: Fortunately, the device has built-in session management. |

227. Open seas, closed world: Juni is surprisingly easily-distracted from its own misery. |

228. Return to the temple: It is convenient that Hira always keeps some spare vestments around. |

229. Conversations: As if Juni’s pronouns weren’t already problematic enough. |

[230. Seventeen: Come on, Juni, how would you feel it YOU were stuck in that robot body? ... Oh)
right. |

231. Kayohash on delivery: If this doesn’t clear things up significantly, | recommend re-reading the|

___whole archive. |

232. Personal growth: We're just tiny little specks, about the size of Mickey Rooney™||

233. Presentation: A Jong-term strategy is good to have. |

[234. On the job: Nobody ever notices Agent Harris until it’s too late. |

235. Balanced: Will I wait a lonely lifetime?™||

236. Preference: It’s all she can do to not just spray formic acid everywhere, sometimes. |

[237. Media relations: Who let him into the physics building, anyway? |

[238. Loose ends: Not that Juni wants to have to give that interview again or anything, but... |

239. Second-degree: Juni never bothered to learn which digit was actually “the bird.” |

240. Gentle change: Obviously, “paperwork” is just a colloquial translation, whose English etymology]

should be ignored for the sake of this narrative. |

241. For the broken-hearted: Nobody ever notices Agent Roarke until it’s too late. |

242. Pillow talk: Yeah, because hormone imbalances Jeading to premature aging are easy.

[243. More pillow talk: Come on, Juni, you can’t insist she do what’s right for herself and then still ask|

her not to do a potential part of that. |

244. Currency exchange: Chandra, I... T don’t think that’s quite right. Except for where it is? |

245. Inconvenient, A Scent: Soldiers: defending the best interest of the hive since 1.3E9 rounds B.U.

246. Commencement: Well hey, he looks pretty good for someone who’s around a thousand rounds|

%Rob Paulsen, “Yakko’s Universe” (Animaniacs, 1993)
“*Paul McCartney, “I Will” (The Beatles, 1968)
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| old. (Guest neologism by LilFluff.) |

[247. Parkside press conference: They are all a bit older and wiser, and Juni did get that tenure after|

____all.|

248. Endgame: [ guess Juni has gotten used to Zero’s mode of communication now. Soon, a whole new|
generation of Kayohash may get to learn it too. |

249. Passage: I think they were meant to be together. |

[250. Coming home: Hey there beigey-orange Kayohash in the background, yeah, you shouldn’t stare|

____atthehub.|

1251. Lead-in: The children just think it’s cool how Tamu is the same temperature as everything else.

[252. Family matters: While the switch to electric radiators was undeniably a good thing, the temple]

lost a bit of its charm when Eugene agreed to modernize the lighting. |

253. Fetch: Aww, males look so cute when theyre trying to be empowered.

254. The Next Generation: This is probably the Tast time we will see most of these characters. |

[255. The beginning; Is there anybody out there? |
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