FOLLO

by bugbyte & delade

. CHAPTER ONE







OLLOWER

‘chapter one: velox

original’story concept
by m. “bugbyte” kos

written by delade

© 2014 m. koss and delade

all rights reserved.

originally published

on follower.messenger-comic.com




NIV

\ mEgmamme g
1AY B
]

o

N YL J
| i
i







\A/i‘th al due
f‘eSPec‘t, Sit, ‘
was beginning to
think something
haPPened t0 him.

COIOf\eL we Jgust Picked uP
the General's aircragt
oNn radar.
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Shut that damn thing o;:p.’ '
Ve don t Need every

= attention a groyp 04:
2 Fyhning £0xesS cah df‘aw -

WelCOMe to
P rogect C,O‘t‘tor\‘ta.l,
General Richart.

Shall we have a
lttle look at

his base 0§ yours,
3er\‘tleMef\-




E)(ce"ef\‘t. [t wil
be hice 10 get
away £rom all the
liberal hubbuk
that's been going
on at ‘the O‘thet‘
installation loack
East.

How are ﬂ\e?
eXPelimentst

How are the 5
research teamsS

What's
the
Security
status
here

Grour\d Parameters and airSPace
Securityis cOmplet ely cOvered.
Near Earth Aerial T racking locked onto
YOU &S SOON a5 YOu droPPed below 509 feet.

We have a total og 77
L epusorhus Veloxensis
subgects. Of that, there
are 33 male, 31 gemale,
and 39 natyral born Zng
generation: 17 gemale, 11
male. \l\/e’Ve broken them
int0 grouPs and have
isolated several of the
£irst geheration
away £rom the 0thers
f£or further
language research.

Still can'€ talk 10 ‘em [ hear?
eh Shame.




We can talk 0 them no problem.
T hey talk like Parrots—
they rePeat everything we say
0 them, at least the
SecoOnd aer\era‘tIOn.

First genherationis mute or
Just can t comprehend language.

\IOu caf\/'t give them
instructions and exPect them to
carry them oyt then,
is that what youre saying

More or less.




Have there been
any attempts to
test oyt the
armor graftst

No, not yet. \Until |
got your message
10 be gin cOMbat
testing, we ve been
£ocusing on the
laﬂﬂuaee and aerObic
research.

[ see. [d like 10 be there £or the first
cOmbat test, it that's alright with you,
Colonel. Meanwhile, it you will excuse me,
[d like €0 be Shown my quarters and
freshen up.

\/251 Sir.
The Main eleVa‘tOr
iS Over there—

/
‘ M awale.

Thﬂnk you,

Colonel.




N\ake Sure
the General has
everything he
needs ahd keeP
Me aPPriSed.

‘I" be in the Med gay i
you need me.




G1D35.22-7

Right.wait, 2557
No, this can € be right. \
He couldn’t do the stuss we
Just finished setting up.

[ thought we were doing
this £or the #nd geh—

~ahd then [ blutfed him with a
Pair Of twos! Poor sonogabitch

Neverl Saw it COM'ar\g!
[ ~—e

How about we
stick to the task
at hand, ek?

Hey, orders are orders
grom upstairs. You wouldn €
want to piss o£¢ [ olio.
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G1D33.23-3 |

Orders ale Ordelrs
yeah, but thisis like
Putting duct taPe ON a
cat 'S Paw—
'rtls Just mean.

—

| Not really—

: yoy forget, 253’s
the smartest of

the bunch. [ think

?\) he'l figure it out.




You really think he'll be able to
'\aVisa‘tel a |iVe fire exXeflciSe
when he S hever eveh Seeh

ahOther one Of his own L'.nd?

\lould be ama=ed What can
haPPen if you use the right

/,
He cah € even

stimulus. He's got great ' _ ( _
ommyn ough: O
problem solving skills, and his | [€ MM}"A\;S;E"’C" ugh XK
critical thinking skills are on & Ve —
MeaSuCed mOre :

Par with SOmeone in their

’ iON in
20s. He'll sigure it oyt. aggression in the lakb

mice than we mee

/| =
B y | ' ‘
R
| - |
e That's his downgall, and that's
4 z\\a what we ll be working on..or as

SooNn as we get him eating again.
How long has he been like this?

T his is the #nd week We Ve Seeh him
eat less than 594 og pis normal
observed intake. Nevermind the £00d
intake, he JUSt SPends his days on his
| bed, staring into the oOhe—way Over in

the corner. Poor guy.. [ think he's
starting to give upP.

CodWoky iS cOncelMhed,
though T olio

couldnt give a shit.




the days Just
/<eeP going...







/ﬂ) again. ‘Im

DIOCJCOF Calway.
[t 's time for you
cOme With us.

We have & few games 90"\
| you tO Play that we ‘thar\k
you re going 0 love.

He's losing the will to keep going.
He dOesh ‘t understand uS M(e the
Others ahd he doesn “t know

what's going on.

[ have my orders,
ahd SO 4O yo.




General Richart, |
understand you had
SOmeOne else 90 in with
my Fesearch sPecialists.




Sir, [ only mentioned it
because | wasn t aware
you made those
PreParations. [ meant

Relax, Jopn. Mr. Carvan is a
SPecigl acuaintance Of mine.
[ didn € mean any disresPect
towards you or your team by
his Sudden accOMPaniment

e « t0 collect this fine
\ \

no disresSPect.

SPecimen below ys.
[ just wanted t0 Ssee how
things were run by
someone | tryst.

[.See, F rank.
T hank you $0r being direct.

”Gef\ero\r' will 4o Just fine, Jopn.

| hank you.




-

My thoughts® Everything
went according to Plan. Yoyr
Progect wont £ight, and
there is Nothing you can 40

aboyt it. y

We made— and Need —these
things £or combat.
T hat thing acts like it
belongs in a dog and Pony show.
[ want better results.

The“e iS & War at home and
Amer‘ ican soldiers are dying. You
have one week t0 give me
a SuCceSS-Ful test run, or yOul"
be through here like crap
through a goose—
understand me'

253 ;s oyr smartest,
but even this was
Probably Just t0o much
£or him 100 uickly.
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Sir, i [ may® 253 is from the
first generation of Vloxen.
He doesnt understand any

English or verbal communication

that we cah See £rom oyr
tests—

Let's hit him with Victor.
En ge Victor Program

Enc¢- ‘e Instructional Audio

| know. [ wanted 10 See What this one would
[ read your research. do when he hash t had & chance t0
figure out what is going on.




He"O?
Who are )'Ou-?







T his is what, Doctor*

Because ['d call this
cOmPlete Pailure of
& cOMbat test if
[ ever saw One.
Would you like to share
your thoughts on why
this didn t work?




/,
Ashley, he s the reason
We have a civil war
on oyr Joorstep.

4
He S & demoOn.

A"d you can gust
nod your kle,ad and

2l

go yes, Sit NnoO, Sir * .
John, T he man would gust
as SOON feed a d0g a lit
fir ecracker Just to see
what haPPened.

£ it would give him
an acz‘Vaf\f;:ee,
On yeah.
What if..
we could change
things up*

Tha‘t Mah iS
a monster.

Break Procedures.
L.ef the first
geheration socialize
with the Ssecond.




Tha‘t would break
the control groyp.

.. ...

We use them to study

language Patterns and
deVeIOPMe"\‘t.

But the second Jeneration
iS MOre active ahd resPOnsive—
they can actually Pick out key

words in English.

T hey might be able 0 help out the first
geheration in these tests.

¢ they can handle these tests, they |
have a £ighting chance 1o survive

whatever elSe Kichart throws at them.




But isnt that what he wants®
[m all for giving these guys a
fighting chance, but this is stil
a military weaPons project—
i it works out, it will give him
exactly what he wants:
exPendable, l0yal soldiers!

\/eah’ but they won t I Make it haPPen. Ca" it a.

ke Sitting ducks when a language socialization
he inevitably decides exXPeriment.
the fire. Him or that . — do. [$ he estions it, [l
arvan -F-e"ow -FFOM SuPPDr-t it.
the test room.

(Il have one of the second
generation Vloxen waiting
for 253 inside his cell when
he gets loack.
Me(ﬂ\Whilemle‘tIS le't this
poor guy go.




[ hoPe he likes his new friend.

[ Just hoPe he learns SOmething £rom it.










Why did you hit me®
[ only said Hi
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to Scare Yoy h
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Wait..what? Vou're not
SUPPOSed t0 be here—
Where did you come §rom?
You're the first of my
kind that ‘lVe evel Seef\!

[ don"t know what youre
talking about, but | came
grom T he Cave—
tho\'tls what we ca" it.

Who\f d0 you mean yOu’ve
never seen another Chio
before:

\A/e’f‘e PC ac‘tica"y
everywhere in The Cave.




[ here were 17 of ys down

= in [ he Cave.

-'r,;:v_* A\a
[ was the oldest. [ got to pick what
toys [ got o Play with and what

games we Played. V‘/
' ™ .

>
Y | love Playing hide and seek with.\nha
Dok —ter Kal-way. A
Whaf's Your Name, again 7




[ VYeohBackn )
= T he Cave. |..
Af‘e you all riaht-?

[/




Well, what's wrong?

/ /
[t's gust.lve never met

/,
You Mean..you Ve beenh

living here alone this

WhOle ‘tiMe?

o3

[ don’t know an ything about this
Place or even what [ am.
[ have nothing to 4o excePt eat
and think and breathe
and gust exist.
Now you come along and tell me
that there are MOTe OF us and
that there s SOme cave
We a" lNeluf\ and...
why couldn ™t | have
had 'tha‘t |i-Fe-?




‘ M Jl’lst going to take that asa
'n0”"..hmm..how about Geedey?
T hat sounds like a nice name.

Thetsa

StuPid name.




Nuh—uh! T he Stupidest name
ever is Dok—ter K al—way.
['s Just hard to say, | don’t know
why She Picked that one for
herselg. Can you say i€ [ can
barely say it and it just comes
out weird. She looks so silly in
that white Jacke‘t to0.

Wait..
white.. jacket?

long and it comes down
€0 her khees—theyre
backwards ift you
didn' € know—
and its got all of these
Pockets and—




NOt aS cCa=zy &S you,
Geedey! - ‘
=R

Stop calling me that!
[ don't like that '\o\Me!

/
NOPe! Of\ce youre
/,
Named, you Fe
Named fOrever:




---“t’S M/\e a ha‘turoJ
communication skill. [ thought it
Was SOmething they taught
each 0ther in the second
Can you loeheVe 'thiS'? geheration wing between them
but £or a first generation to
know the Same thing f\a‘tura"y?
Oh this has Nobel written ol
Over it. HOW can ‘they 40 ‘tha‘t-?
[s it Something in their £rontal
lobes that allows for
Q lahsuaSe r e{lleX'?

~YOU are FecOrding | [ Started as SOON oS
ths, rightt 253 got pack.

['m curious 0 analy=e
where the argument began
and what it is theyre
doing..she looks happy,
bt he doesn t.

Indeed.

(Il go start up
anOther pot of
cOffee.

T his is going to
be a long night.

)

Ei n;/ Chapter One




‘IM here t0 set
P a test for
the General.

General.oh,
General Richart
is here? Another f‘eaSO?r\
and logic testS

We still have the ma=e
room established.

No, not this time.
The Ge"\eral wants to see
the caPabilities o
the Vloxen in a more..
cOmbative role.










A combat test? Selendid!
We can dO that.
T he gymnasium can be

converted in a matter
of hours.

(Il get my stass
MeMbersS 10 begin
Setting up for
the test.

One more
thing..which
Subgect wil you
Selec‘t £or this
test?

[ want yoy to test a
SPecific One.

Oh, Probably one we
haVef\lf uSed before,
one Of the Second
generation. | hey
seem like they're
getting to a mature
age NOw.




[ want you use
teSt Subgect 253

Thafls an.interesting

ChOice...Why that Of\e-?

One oyt Of Loth your and
Dr. Calway's research
according to the ma=e and
logic reasoning tests.

T rue, he is the most
inteligent according to the
dota, but.he has limited
cOmmunication ability, and we
have Observed a mostly
cautioys Personality.

(.. Alright, Colonel. [ wil
arrange £or £33 0 be
Picked uP £rom his ce".

Nevertheless,
[ want yoy to test it.




Subject: G2D12.57-17
Observation Notes:

Subject demonstrates remarkable ability
exhibiting a strong memory for a variety ¢
Subject has an unusually broad vocabul

for a Vloxen, and should be considered fi
testing including spoken commands.

SPlendid.




colonel harren

Occupation: Commander,
US Army-DARPA Installation [Classified]

Fascinated by the ocean as a child, John Harren joined
the US Army to help pay for college and study
oceanography. In the late 2030s, Harren was tapped to
help manage a biomedical program run through a joint
US Army-DARPA-Lenore Biotech project. He is a man of
conscience, character and science.

capt. eli bash

Occupation: Security Chief,
US Army-DARPA Installation [Classified]

Captain Bash is Colonel Harren’s right hand man, always
prepared to do whatever it takes to accomplish the task.

He is young, eager, resourceful and energetic, but rarely

sloppy or unprofessional.

general richart

Occupation: Flag Officer,
US Army-DARPA Installation [Classified]

Well respected for his devastating tactical abilities and
manipulation of enemy forces, Richart is responsible for
initiating a joint project between the US Army, DARPA
and Lenore Biotech that was originally supposed to
produce ready, reliable organs for use with injured
soldiers while providing similar services to civilians. He is
a shrewd, clever and manipulative individual who does
not like to lose.

subject 23-3

G1D33.23-3 / “Geedey”

An isolated Vloxen, 23-3, or “Geedey,” is regarded to be
the most intelligent and inquisitive in the program. He is

also known as the most cowardly, running from conflict

and preferring isolation and shelter to the outside world.
This is, however, catching up with him as he attempts to
wrestle with his own existence.

cast of characters

dr. ashley calway

Occupation: Chief Researcher,
US Army-DARPA Installation [Classified]

Like so many young children, Ashley fostered a strong love
of animals at an early age. She volunteered at local shelters
and was a top language and biology student in high school.
She accepted a full ride scholarship to MIT, where she
worked closely with marine and avian species in an effort to
expand on decades old research with advanced technology.

daron carvan

Occupation: Civilian Contractor,
US Army-DARPA Installation
[Classified]

After an arrest in Kansas City, he was given a choice: enlist
or go to jail. Aaron enlisted. He was shown to be very effec-
tive in combat situations and was scored as “gifted” in
natural intelligence and comprehension, leading to a chance
encounter with a young Lieutenant Frank Richart. Richart
saw potential in the young man; Aaron saw someone who
could respect his space and interests.

dr. kyle
wolzarski

Occupation: Researcher,
US Army-DARPA Installation
[Classified]

What started out as a promising high school football career
was cut tragically short when his leg was broken in 4 places
while tackled--he would never play again. While recovering,
Kyle focused heavily in his math and chemistry studies, even-
tually being accepted to The University of Alabama as a
chemical engineering student. After he earned his PhD at the
University of Chicago, he was offered a job working with the
Army’s artificial organ program. \
\

subject 57-17

G2D12.57-17 / “Dia”

Rambunctious, creative, playful and
youthful, 57-17 (or “Dia” as she calls W
herself) is the oldest of the second generation Vioxen. Unlike
the 1st generation, Dia was born naturally between two first
generation parents; she and her generation are under close
scrutiny by the research staff to see how quickly they mature,
develop and can rationalize their world.




ABOUT THE CREATORS

Delade & Bug

Bugbyte is a pro graphic designer by day, and the artist for Follower by night, and is a 10-year
veteran of webcomics. She has created and published Messenger online since 2004.
Sometime after that, she was able to con Delade into helping work on Follower, which was
created as a prequel to the events of Messenger. Bug likes video games, running marathons,
and all things creative.

Delade is a relative newbie to the webcomic world. Like Bug, comics are a hobby in his off-hours
but what he lacks in artistic ability (stick figures are cool, right?) he tries to make up for in the
writing and scripting of the Follower series. A fan of science fiction and games, Delade also
enjoys learning new ideas, concepts and the mechanics behind the latest science discoveries,
and is fascinated by space and the cosmos.

Bug and Delade are married, and spend lots of time working on comics together, going on road
trips, and debating the finer points of sci-fi.



BEFORE YOU CAN LEAD
YOU MUST LEARN TO FOLLOW.

Deep in the desert, underneath sand and sun, a secret military project seeks to disrupt a
brewing Second Civil War in the United States by creating the most efficient, combat
capable group of soldiers the world has ever seen.

A departure from autonomous drones, these warriors are grown and bred in a
laboratory, carefully designed from the genes up--
but results so far have been very unexpected:
what happens when these genetically engineered chimeras
can’t understand a single word?

Contains the first chapter of Follower, along with 6-page bonus story, “The Setup.”
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folIower.messenger-comlc.com
induljharder.com
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